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FUPY time alert its ; publication, 3 x bad s one 4 
8 reaſon more added to the former: it was as this; 2 


what 1 apprehended: to be the Weh 881 4 
yet to manifeſt a proper degree of reſpe& to I 


the 5 hoary head ; eſpecially when found : 


« jn the way of righreouſflcts.” But, when 


in a few days after, I received your laſt 


private letter, on the 23d of December, | 


for reaſons Uerived from that, w 


will eaſily judge of the force of, whe you IF : 
recollect what your letter contained 1 


came to a reſolution to put together a few 
thoughts; and, if I heard of nothing 


printed, or deſigned by any other, I wi ud 
put them to the preſs; Accordingly, 1 


| God, they may contfibute to his glory, 


the diſcovery. of truth, and the eftabliſh- 
ment of any who wayer; or the conviction 


of any who err, reſpecting the practice in 


1 A I did not think ir Ou I 


1 now 
fend them abroad ; with earneſt and re 
peated prayers, that, by the bleffing o 


„ 


thod.. I am- not conſcious... 


1 having g that is vis 1 
£ argumentative. Hers 
z,, Ip 7 that the bleſſi BELT” 
* tend the reading of it, f 240 
| figned ;. and am 9 
1 Dear Sir, 1 ext 
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0 manner 
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II. Stnc1NG the praiſes of God, is plainly and 
frequently recommended in the ſacred ſcriptures, 
« Sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
te gloriouſty.— Sing praiſes to the Lord, which 
" Iwelleth in Zion,Sing unto the Lord, O ye 
« ſaints of his; and give thanks at the remem- 
% brance of his holineſs. Sing unto him with the 
(« pſaltry, and an inſtrument of ten ſtrings, Sing 
« unto him a new /ong play ſkilfully with a loud 
« voice, —Sing praiſes to God, Jing praiſes ; 8 
« praiſes unto our king, ſing praiſes : for — 
© 1s the king of all the earth: ſing ye praiſes with 
« underſtanding.— Make a joyful noiſe unto God, 
« all ye lands: ing forth the honour of his name: 
« make his praiſe glorious, —O let the nations be | 
« glad, and /ing for joy. — Sing unto God, ſing 
« praiſes to his name; extol him that rideth upon 
the heavens, by his name Jau, and rejoice before 
4% him. Sing aloud unto God our ſtrength: make 
cc a joyful noiſe unto the God of Jacob. O come 
4c let us ing unto the Lord, let us make a 100 9 0 
& noiſe unto the rock of our falvation. Let us 
4 come de fore his prefence with thankſgiving, 
& and make a joyful noiſe unto him with p/alms. 
| _ & —O fing unto the Lord a new. eng: Ang unto 
4 the Lord all the earth: Ang unto the Lord, 
4c bleſs his name; ſhew forth his ſalvation from 
„ day to day.— Make a joy ful noiſe unto the + _ 
« Lord, all ye lands: ſerve the Lord with glad- *Y * 


4c neſs ; come before his preſence with fg. 
i « Sing unto him, ing pains unto him: talk ye of 
i & all his wonderous werks. Praiſe ye the Lord, | 

jj, *© for the Lord is goed: ing praiſes unto is | 

name, for it is pleaſant;,—Praiſe ye the Lord; 

for it is good to /ing praiſes unto ſhe's 


SES 


« for it is pleaſant; advent is com 
« unto the Lord "with'thankſgivin 4 mm 


# 


© upon the Harp unto: our God. unto tlie 
Wh A Lord: a new Jong, und hie p raiſe in t e con gro- 
tion of the fame. Tunes the Lord, ſor 


'hath done excellent things: this is known 
1 in all the earth, Sing unte the Lord a net 

421 ; and his praiſe from the end of the earth. 
| et the wilderneſs, and the cfties tHetedf, 

<< if up their voices : the viſlage that Kedar 
<« goth inhabit.— Let the inhabitars of the rotk 
60 Ang, let them 8 tops of the mou - 
= a ag Fri n . 19 in 15 
e mn. iritual /ongs, pre and maki 
oh « 0 % fn in your Hearts — he Lend. 


& all wiſdom ; teaching and one 
„another in Halme, and Iphone Uh d ſpiritual 
« ſongs; Jingin 2 in who hearts — 
2 The 0 679 T —_—_ you TE & 
< him pray. : ge mer et him: g Pſalms. 
See Exod, 3 1 11. XXX. 4. XX XIII. 


e the word of Chriſt dwell * you riekly, : 


2,3 xlvii. 6,7. ItXvi. I, 2. vii. 4; Ixviti.q. 7 


IXXxi. 1. zx. 155 2. 5 1, 2. e. 1, 2. kg 2. 
105 11. el. v. 19. Gel, ih. 16. Fee, th. - 
Thus it that ſinging to the Lord, an 
finging his praiſes, is frequently and warmly I. 
commended in that book, which I readily allow, 
As well as Mr, B. is *© the 8 rule of our faith 
e and practice in All things of a purely religious 
natureh.“ Mr. B. takes — of 2 
: "ny our, paſſions ;-but \ very. kerle to inform . Our 95 


"yg Serious Thobghts, page x 


i 


© Wk 1 


| -underflandings which, with ſubmilion,; Hh 

I think, very laudable in matters of controverſy. 

It may impoſe upon the ignorant, and terrify the 

 _timorous, and the tender conſcience, as the Bulle 
of the Pope, and the Anathemas of ' Athanaſius, 

| alſo do; ut it will never ſettle the mind on the 

uin baſis of | infallible truth. He ſays a great 

deal, in his way, about e it to God at 


i Ih laſt, s venturing on as we do, —“ being 
I 44 firmly eſtabliſhed in this pleaſin error,” about 
ec anſwering for this in the lower court of con- 
4 ſcience, and the ſupreme above, & c. &tc. 
Kc. : But, in my opinion, this might have been 
all very well ſpared, with little diſadvantage to 
His cauſe, till we had acknowle Cv, our 1 N 
and confeſſed ourſelves wrong. ſpeaks rather 
tauntingly of /nging God's alle and c ne 
* MINDS us, how we all open our mouths 1 
6 gether to fing God's praiſes ; ; as we call it:? 
-which appears a little more ludicrous than might 
have been expected. And, if Ihad not known 
the author, I ſhould probably have called it pro- 
ane; becauſe theſe are not the words of men, 
but of God himſelf; and therefore demand our 
reverence. For proof of which J refer the reader 
to the collection of ſcriptures, which I. have 
made above; and many, more, ſome. of which 
may be cited in the following pages. 5. only 
here obſerve, that the manner of finging may be 
conſidered afterwards. With regard to the prac- 
tice itſelf; 1 beg leave to afk Mr. . two 


_ queſtions. 
is As 


N k 


* 


t P. 21, 33. &c. 


12 — 
bat 4 11 y- "* 
4. 


1. As i it is Aber this practice i is nl re- 
Wa ies in the inſpired w volume; is it nat the 
duty of thoſe. who chuſe to oppole it, toi ſhew 
where it is abrogated, and where the bleſſed God 
has appointed it to de laid aſide? 2. If;this 
cannot be done, whether it is not more be- 

coming a Chriſtian, to perform it as well as | 
he can, than to paſs it over in neglect d And 
may not the fame be ſaid of Chriſtian churches, 
- as of individuals; eſpecially as theſe Aa 
and recommendations of the practice are . | 
ſed to churches, as well as individuals? | 

III. Singing the praifes of God is not only 
frequently recommended in ſcripture ; but it is 
recommended as an excellent practice too.—And 5 
this, not only i in the judgment of carnal men, 
but of God himſelf; 8 is, of thoſe who ſpoke 
by the Spirit of God. And great numbers 
have experienced the truth of it. *© Praiſe the _ 

„ Lord; for the Lord is good: ing praiſes unto . 
© his name, for it is PLEASANT. It is a | 
CC: thing to give thanks unto the Lord; and to 
<< ſing praiſes unto thy name, O thou moſt High. | 
<<- Praiſe ye che Lord; for it is good to hg, 
«© praiſes'unto our God for it is pleaſant ; an 
<c- praiſe is comely.“ Pſal. xcii. 1. exxxv. 3. 
cxlvii. 1. 1 8 to amplify and enlarge up- _ 
on theſe ſeveral expreſſions, for the ſake of 33 F 

vity. It is enough that we have the teſtimony of 

him, who 45 knows what is in man; to the 
comelingſi, the pleaſantneſs, the Fate e/s of | Haging | 
our great Creator's praiſes. I alſo omit zhoſe 

paſſages of the New Teſtament (Epheſ, v. 29. 

Col. iii. 16.) in which the —_— informs us, 


hay we receive mutual iu/iru6tion and — $ 


e 


-- 


* 


ja thi, Genes and. delightful 1 1 1. 1 

my friend, and I yet differ with regard to => 

— of thoſe paſſages, and their authenti 

in-favour of the practice of /anging' in Chri 

worſhip... I alſo here omit: all; remarks in 

from eee man, and the effects that 

melody confeſſedly has upon the human mind; 

though theſe would: help to demonſtrate the: wiſ⸗ 

dom and goodnoſs of God in eee 

us this ſacred exerciſe. Theſe: things I paſs 

becauſe I wiſh: to: proceed on ſutt and — LE 

ground; - and to leave as little room as I can for 

quarrel and altercation... Suffice it then, toiſay 

here, that God himſelf ſets his own. 9 

i to the goodneſs. and: ee eee rh 

[WE proſe of his great: nan; 

% this profiler is of. e But he mut allow : 

0 us to prefer the judgment of eee. God, to 

1 that of fallible men. Hd very wy er ly: tells: his 

0 Vinging brethren, that he, . don t ſee — 

* % are more holy, more heavenly- minded, ci 
which, indeed, has nothing to do with the pre- 
ſent diſpute: but if it had, Mr. B. undaubiedly 
takes an effectual method not tobe confuted-: 
for he can never think his ſinging breath ren will 
boaſt of their improvement in grace and. halineſs; 
and pretend, that they are in theſe ſuperior to 
others. And if this muſt: be determined by en- 
amining all the hearts: and all the lives of thoſe 

who do ſing, and thoſe who do not.; Which is 

the only method I. can think of : then, to be 

0 — the ar, anne r ne ep 


1 LIES 


+P, 27, 30, 31. . 7 7 0 1 5 8 


thn vs . ane 
Should the epi pee called | 
argue in this manner th-the- ref | 
Baptifm:-and' the Lord's ſupper; for 1 — 
their arguments would 1 


gqueſtion is, does God approve of the 
The anſwer is, he recomments itz betauſe d 1 
- good-and þ And therefure; however af 


ed by ſomez or however en eee 5 


it ought to be attended to- 7 
1 venture to add, that what” the bledſed G God 
here dee lares to de the exceHenoy of ſinging 


1—_ great numbers have happily prove 


ou any heſitation ſet their: ſcal to it; av well "a$ 
in former ages. Not a few: have! known it t 
contribute . to theit -converſion- to God. 


I-could mention dms of their names, 4f:needfub = 


and proper. 
its influence: and-advan 
eſs in grace and holineſs. How St Auftin 
Buther, and others, of: r 
have attefted: 1 ſapport, and 
irzeant. advantage they have received by this; 
facrediexerciſe, is well known. Burthe'bre-/ 
vity L aim at, forbids: me to tranſcribe their 
words. In ſhort, I am well perſuaded, that 
few have ſincerely attended to this good work, 
who have not proved the benefit oft: and wh 
are not able by experience, as well as in fach, 
to ſay, It is a good thing to give thanks: unto 
the Lord, and to ſing praiſes: Unto thy- . 
40 O Moſt High „ 


And great numbers more have 
in their pro- 


to Mr. B. ne eit 


proper colours of ridicule and eontempt? * + 


by. 
and thouſandi now alive can; win - 


"of * 


* 

* a DRY 
x n X 
2 

_—_ 2 — 
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coat inued from al 
have been uni 


any who believe the ſeriptures. The evidences: 


of it are ſo numerous, and ſo clear, that it 


would be equally tedious and unneceſſary here 
to addute 9 The whole hook of . 
and many parts of the Old Teſtament hi 

make it undeniable. Nor am able to recellec 
any evidence, from the little knowledge I have 
of antiquity, that it was ever laid aſide, or the 
practice of it diſcarded in the Neu Teſtament 
Church. But that our Saviour and his apoſtles, 
and, at leaſt the Churches at Corinth, Epheſus, 


1 practiſed it, is allowed by Mr. B. 
imſelf, See his Tract, at largmme. 
Mr. B. prefixes to his — yrs 7 What he 
calls, word of-intelligence z** which is deſign-. 
ed, as may be ſuppoſed, to perſuade his readers; 


that ſinging was not practiſed in the primitive 


ages of Chriſtianity. But {whoever will be at 
the pains to examine the early writers of anti- 
quity, ſuch as Juſtin Martyr, I ertullian, Ori- 
gin, Cyprian, &c. will find ſufficient: proof of 
ive one citation 


the contrary j. I beg leave to 
. n eee en + | uri 


5 Thoſe who are not 40 os not williog to e 
ſult the Fathers, may -read * Gill's 


bh 


Sermon on 
1 Cor. xiv. 15. Bingham's — B. 14. chap. 
I, p. 661, Folio edit. 1726. e ee A 
28 0 Part 2. —_— To KK. > 
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av. te the © als God i is an 1 9 
practice und ſo far as we can find, has been 
to age; though it ma not 
ee 0 ne 
+ That this was the practice of — men, un- ; 
der the Old Teſtament; will not be denied by 


never known among them. before f.“ I venturę 
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bis, 22 1 _ Sprakingof a e eo "A 
he mentions theſe, four parts: Reading foripy ?- 
tures; ſinging of er, 
and Prayer q. One of gur ableſt writers, terer 
fore ſaps, We affirm-+that plain gig as 
deen in ust, from the beginning „the 
Church, and is grounded upon the en of 
our Saviour, and: . of his appſſlesfl. 
And to me it is wonderful that any man ef 
reading ſhould. deny it. 8 19 . yh at ro *F i , 
Our Author ſays, The practiee of ſinging | 
in the public worihip of God, if I miſtake not; 
was introduced and ſet up in the ba ized church 
es, by Mr. B. Keach, and Mr. W. Allen, in 
the laſt century: Such a practice having. been 


to aſk my aged friend, . what kin of churches 
were the Chriſtian Churches in the time of Ter- 


tullian? Were not they baptized churches ? W 


man muſt have a good deal of aſſurance, Wh 

would undertake to prove, that. there were; at 

that time, any other than bapti cburchey , 
And yet at that time the Scriptures were 2 
oC. 375 Pſalms ſung, in thai: $6. -publie, ; y 

t 222 6 
_Thas fioging in the wor rſh Ta =. 

pra ice Or t OWin ages, r. B. 

nee, ater: ©. en 9 —4 


= 1 * 2 1 . 5 


nunt ur 1 2 — — aut 3 
delegantur, Sc. De Anima, cap. ix. p 270, Edt ng 7g · 


t Picrce's Vindication. of the Bien © TNEne 
ap. 3. Ho 7 5 26 
: 7 P. 5. | 


e ; 
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ee pradiifed-by the chier inftruments i 1 
te -x6formation, and-that it was a 
1 Lare g the Reformation: too, is well: known. 
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t mean of 


thiak it may not be inconſiſtent with "my in- 
were" when to tranſcribe a few lines from 


ber moſt laborious writer, Mr. John Quick+,*Tt 
**.xyas the great care of the firſt reformers to 


4 preach up found doctrine, to inſtitute and cele- 
t cebrate pure evangelical worſhip, and to reſtore 
10 the ancient primitive diſeipline. The) ſet up 

« purity of worſhip, according to the ſeripture 
* rule.— The holy bible is in their ſolemn 
5. meetings, in the great 9 


„ nent Mart; a courtier, and a great wit, was 
e adviſed by Mr. Vatablus; Regius Profeſſor of 


«© the Hebrew tongue in the -univerſity of Paris, 
« to conſecrate his muſe to God; which coun - 
0 ſe} he embraceth, and tranſlateth Hift of Da- 
-pſalms into French metre. Mr. Beza did 
«« the other hundred, and all the ſcripture ſongs. 
« Lewis Guaimel, another Aſaph or Jeduthun, 


aA moſt ſkilful maſter of muſic, ſet thoſe ſweet 


« and melodious tunes, unto which they are 
« ſung, even unto this day; This holy OL: 


et nance charmed the ears, hearts, and affections 


« of court and city, town and country. They | 
«.wereſung in the Lowore, as well as in the Pres. 
des Cler ts, by the ladies, 1 yea, and by 
Henry the. Second himfetf, This one ofthis 
* nance only, contributed mightily to the down- 


« fal of Popery, and the propagation of the goſ- 


6e pel.“ This is one, among many teſtimoni des, 


of the uſefulnes of ſinging pfalmsʒ and the regard 
u eren in Gallia Re formata Vo J. p- 5. (ook... * 


paid 


yo 


| paid 10 i6atgbe Reformation. 92 11 F. jce,. 
but alſo in England, and other parts, where the 5 
Reformation was carried on with vigour and ſuc. 
ceſs. Let it be granted, that this (as Well as 
other ordinances) is miſimproved, and abuſed'by. _ 
wicked men. That can be no-reafon fot laying. * 
it aſide, unleſs' we are to lay all ordinances ade. 
for the ſame reaſon. I am miſtaken, it. it will. 
not be found, on examination, that wheneve the 
Lord has revived-his work in any particular man- 
ner, either in the hearts of his people, or in the. 
converſion of ſinners; this practiee has been rer 
vived at the ſame time. 5 Nori is this to be at al 
wondered at, becauſe it is a practice peculiarly 
ſuitable to the diſpoſition of one Who is trulx, 
alive to God. This is manifeſt, not only by. 
conſtant experience and obſervation ; but allo by. 
the general. tenor- of the Book -of Palms, 55 
many hiſtorical aneedotes i in the Old Teſtament 3 
and by Acts xvi. 25. and e v. 13. in the 
New 7 'eſtament, 

Mr. B. however, ſeems to lay r get a ; 
the date of ſin ing in the Baptiged churches, For | 
he not only tells us, at the beginning of his trac 1 
that Mr. Keach and Mr. Allen introd fed: * 
among them. ; but afterwards calls it 4 new 

„ invention;“ TY © new. invented ways Kc. I 
How. far this may work on the preja dies and 5 
> paſſions of the unthoughtful, the end it is pare! 
1 177 calculated to ſerve 1 preſüme not po 
x fay. But it puts me in mind pf the 1 inge 8 4 
ſome other -ontrovertiſts on other (u "Foes he 
8 y to. 1 e * ON was" 


e 


# * 4 9 


* * m 
* x : 
ws, 4 


tt 
* þ 


" * "= 


practice of © ſinging pſalms, and hymns, and 


1 ſongs, not only was recommended by 
t 


e apoſtles, and abundantly enforced by pre- 
cept and example in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment; but was received from the apoſtles, 
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and practi ſed in the firſt ages of the Chriſtian 


church fifteen hundred years before Mr. Keach 
and Mr. Allen came into exiſtence. The teſti?⸗ 
4 


monies of Pliny, the Heathen, and the early 
writers of the church above-metitioned,, are in- 


conteſtible proofs of this. '% 


This appears. to be a proper place to anſwer 


Query, which has often been propoſed; and ſ cen To 


with ſome, a matter of great importance : th 
4 tians perform this ſervice?” 


queryis, In what manner did the ancients Chriſ- 
[ venture to anſwer 


St. 


* in the words of the learned and ipdefatigable 


BTNOHAM; who. refers to many ancient writers 
in proof of what he afferts, Wha ( ) Sometimes 
ee the pſalnis Se one perſon 

* reſt hearing only w 


| rfon alone ; the 
th attention.” (a, L Some- 


„ times they were fung by the whole aſſembly; 
e joining all together. | (3.) Sometimes alter- 
«' nately, by the congregaton divided into an | 
45 7 3 « tin 


te tin 1 * ai Fr, repeating Shs WY 
« the other another. (4.) GA Fe one en 

Wo peated. the firſt part of the verſe, and t 
* Joining altogether i in the cloſe of it.” 


* 3 


As Mr. Bayce's inſinuations, concerning the 


novelty of fiagin in the baptized churches, will, 


4 7 LY \ : [ay 4 N 9 3 * ny * N — 
FY PPT TOOL OY N 1 * - *** N VEE a 
Narr, * D RNS OPER W * ann 
N . 2 , g N WIPES; ; £ 
Y x Ac We I * * 
* k in * = * 
19 * | N 0 
4 * - ” 
5 0 +. * 
* ] ” | ® „ 
* 
9 k 
. A I: be © 
„ * A 
* 


1 am perſuadec „ have much influence on 44 : 


minds bf weak people, different ways; I beg 5 4 


reader's patience; a little longer on this ſubj 
When this practice is called, 
« tion,” among them, & c., the ignorant reader, 


may be led to conclude, that the baptiſts hac 
worſhipped, God publickly, as 2 ſeparate. com- 


munity, in this nation, long before ling ing Was 


begun; and that in compariſon of that time, the 


buſineſs of ſinging. is but of very ſhort dura- 
ould conſider, that 1 1. * 


tion. But theſe 
there is good reaſon to believe there were a 
Ways hs in the chriſtian church who ad- 


hered to, and ſteadily maintained the decttine 
and practice of believer's Baptiſm ; yet we have, 


no evidence, that 1 know of, that they ſeparated 


themſelves from others, and ſet up the public. 


a new inven- ; 
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ſinging, or ſinging . turns, does not appear 
as early ns the apoſtolic age 


Lt Na e be nap that mms | 

10: be; 
 Hiftorians differ about 
the time when it was inrroducetk 2 places it 


ſoon after the apoſtles in the da Auel, Te 
doit, in dhe fourth century. The fa SG inten ; 
by Mr. Pierce, FSI 08. 


erer of ho Diſſwters, Part 3. chaps — | 
| ELF. 0 Wenn * 


FT, * W 1 4 | 68 
. " 

% *. * 1 * 
N41 gol els * MN i „en Tf 1 


0 
, * 1 k 
* a 
* ' . . 
1 1 — . 


* * * - p 5 "FR 28 * 
N e \ 4 * eg” . N . * 
« 


_—_— ** 8 * *** 8 F aa 2 Arn 
0 8 — I > 5 PS 1 * C * . W a * P 7" 4. « 7 1 $6 Met 2 
n _ n 1 * KS * N . 280 . 
& IF . * 95 N y . 1 þ 5 J - 
\ 7 1 * 4 . ” * P "i 1 7 
* fs A £ 4 Sas N N 85 p . Fj a 2 : 9 N 
BE +8 | Dy „ — 
f J I — J „ 
: , 1 0 i . "8 
PA I _ # 


| themſelves, as a diſtin body, till pretty fer in” 


, the laſt century; and not long before ſinging 
Was Redder among them. 5 is certain, in- 
deed, there were ſome Baptiſts in England at the 
very dawn of the Reformation from Popery.: | 
and thirty-one of them, who fled from England, 
were put to death at Delft, in the yeat 1539 
the men were beheaded, and the women drown- 
eds. And two Baptiſts were burnt in Smith-_ 
field about the ſame time. But the Baptiſts con- 
tinued almoſt one hundred yeatb after that time, 
in communion with other churches, labouring to 
promote the Reformation, and to reduce religi- 
ous matters tothe only proper ſtandard, the word of | 
God; which prieſts and princes oppoſed, and en- 
deavoured to prevent, And all this time theywere' 
perſecuted in a manner, Which ſhocks humanity. 
to relate, It does not appear, that my began 
do form ſeparate ſocieties for public worſhip, till 
about the year 1633, or aſterwards ||: ſo that 
till this period we have no accounts of the pub- 
« lic worſhip of the Buptized churches f. 


WAL 


Now, , 


+ * Rrandt's Hiſt, of the Reformation, Volt. I, p. 77. as 
1 Fuller's Church Hiſtory, Book iv, | > 408 
Nr. Neal ſays, 1640. But in this, and ſome other 
hints concerning the Baptiſts, he appears not to have 
been ſufficiently accurate, oy teal's Hiſtory of 
the Puritans, Vol. Ii. p. $99: Hiſtory of "Religions 
Vol. iv, p. 200. Croſby Hiſtory ' of the Baptiſts, | 


Vol. i. 148. |; 104 | 588 | n_ 750 

+ FT obſerve here, by the way, that leſt any ſhould, 
be weak enough to aſperſe the Baptiſts as a ect, 
which has ſometimes been inadvertently done; they © 
f 81 0 to. remembet, that the firſt 7ndependent churc 72 


in England was only founded in the year 3616 : and = 
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"Now EN A born iu co v my 
in favour of in 1691 at 
ater x 0, 'irſt Baptiſt l 4 


ſixty nents iſt church was 
founded in E ca; > Ky er N a hundred 
ears ago: an ir we. confi many errors 


in circumſtantials there were among the. tiſts, 
as well as other parties, at their emerging 
from Popiſh darkneſs;—bow full. the nation was 
of Popery; even at that time zh. ] much.difi- 
_ culty, and what ſufferings they underwent tomain- 
tain their ground in more fundamental * 4-1 if 
how much they were tormented and grieved w 
unmeaning Au beni —and how frong. human 
prej judicen 3 are —it is no wonder t 
that they they did not ſooner enquire into, and 
more read embrace this ſacred; practice ; or that 
many itz even after that good man hai 
written. in favour. of it, On the whole, however, 
it is neither the novelty nor the antiqulty of an 
practice, thut proves it right or wrong 1 but % 
conformity with the ſcripture, or the Sonttary. 
v.) Sig the praiſes of God was not 
- peculiar. to 1 2 Jewiſh diſpenſation; but ie 
Fu eh proper, if not more ſo under the gaſpol. 
ſome of Mr. B's expreſſione, one would al- 
mo think he meant to conſider it as merely 
Jewiſh ordinance 4 thovgt 
explicit on this head. That it was enjoined and 
practiſed among the Jews he will not deny 
Now if he wiſh us to A" it as n 185 


theBapif being independents, tl vey eh * 
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themſelves, as a diſtin body, till pretty. fac in 


the laſt ebe and not long before. ſinging 
was introduced among them. It is certain, in- 


deed, there were ſome Baptiſts in England at the 


wy dawn of the Reformation from Popery : 
and t 


hirty-one of them, who fled from England, 
were put to death at Delft, in the year 15394 _ 
the men were beheaded, and the women drown». 
N ts were burnt in Smith» 
field about the ſame time. But the Baptiſts eon- 
tinued almoſt one hundred years after that time, 


ede. And two Bapti 


in communion with other churches, labouring to 


promote the Reformation, and to reduce 79% 
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ous matters tothe only proper ſtandard, thewnrd of 


God; which prieſts and princes oppoſed, and en- 


deavoured to prevent, And all this time theyw ere 


perſecuted in a manner, which ſhocks humanity, 
to relate, It does not appear, that ny began 
to form ſeparate ſocieties for public worſhip, till 


K 


about the year 1633, or aſterwards ||: ſo that 
till this period we have no accounts of the pub- 


« lic worſhip of the Baptized churchest. 4 oh: 
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Brandt' Hiſt. of the Reformation, Vol. I. p. 77. 


} Fuller's Church Hiſtory, Book iv. 


Nr. Neal ſays, 1640. But in this, and ſome other 
hints concerning the Baptiſts, he appears not to have 


been ſufficiently accurate. Compare Neal's Hiſtory of 
 the'P ufirans, \ ol. i. p · 92. Hiſtory "of Religion, 


Vol. iv. p. 200. Croſby Hiſtory of the Baptiſts,” : 
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I obſerve here, by the way, that leſt any ſhould: 


be weak enough to aſperſe the Baptiſts as a zoe? ſect. 
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Now Me: — wy born in ge 
in favour of Ni at moſt not 
ſixty. 10999 1 fi Hap ren was 
founded E Jan almoſt a hundred 
ears ago: I, we conſider. ; how a errors 
in en there were a — 4 


as well as other parties, at their ry emerg 
from Popiſh darkneſs der full. us —. = 
of Popery even at that time z—how much di- 
*culty, nnd what ſuffer Lee 
tain hats ground in more fundamental matters 
how much they were tormented and My ons 
unmeaning niaz,z—and how — 
prejudices generally are —it is no w 2 
that they they did not ſooner ite into, and 
more readil embracs this ſacred practice. or th 
many o it; even after that good man hat 
written in favour of it. On the whole, 2 
it is neither the noyelty nor the antiquity of an 
practice, that proves it right or wrong; but ite 
conformity with the ſcripture, or the conttary. 
(V.) Singing the praiſes of God was not 
peculiar to 3 Jewiſh ee * _ 
e 15 roper, if not more 10 unde 
By os K 1 r. B's expreſſions, one would al: 
— think he meant to conſider. it as merely 
Jewiſh ordinance z though, L confeſs 
explicit on this head. That it was enjoined and 
practiſed among the Jews he will not deny 
Now if he wiſh us to e it as en ; 


theBaptife being indepeadiatts, PR of chick "Kal 
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chat M . think he mould PR 
-proved that it ought to be ſo confined. - But this 
ie has not done; nor do 1 tink this can be 
n On the contrary, "ſeveral een 
may be offered for the continuance of this prac- 
tice to the end of time. 1 mention. the fol- 
lowing. n 8 
We have no account of the inſtitution bf it 
among the poſitive rites of the Jews, as, if it 
had been peculiar to that diſpenſation, 1635 
14 naturally have been expected. Though I 
not pretend that this argument 'is 3 +. = 
; , .Ciſivez yet it carries ſome Probability n it. 
And, Iadd, | 
© We have no intimation that finging was to 
| be laid aſide with the Jewiſh Economy; which 
J. is at leaſt, an argument equally probable in fa- 
i Vor of it's being an ordinance continuing throu 
the 3 diſpenſation. It was practiſed 
. men, before the Jewiſh Jaw was given, 
xod. xv. It is not any where mentioned 
among the Jewiſh poſitive inſtitutes, The 
pſalmiſt calls upon the heathens, upon all na- 
tions, and all lands to praiſe the Lord, Pf. xvi. 
Ixvii. xcvi. - And the heathen nations did, in 
fact, practiſe this, as their. writings teſtify*.— 
The angels practiſed it at the creation, Job 
XXxviii. 6, 7. And it will be the work of 
daints and angels in heaven, for ever.. 
The pfalmift himſelf conſiders it not only «Wh 
dilfirent from, but ſuperior to Jewiſh ſacrifices; 
and more ed to God than they * - ; 
xix. 


8 Oh © Sce Dr. Gt L1's Sermon, 1 Cor. hoc 4 
ſeveral of theſe thoughts 3 are illuſtrated more 
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Ixix. o, 1 kg $44 Taten e 
only ſilent with reſpect to the abolition of it 3. 

but inculcates and enforces it both by precept 
and example, Matt, xxvi. 30. Mark xiv. 26. 
Acts xvi. 25. 1 Cor. xiv. 1 1% Ephes. v. bly , 


Col. iti. 16. Jam. v. 13. Can we pe Pert 
ſuppoſe all this to be lets than a Certain 
that ſinging the praiſes of God is to be con tered. 
4 a bran of natural. religion, a part of m 2 
; and to be Sen tiac in the church "os 
— of New Teſtament worſhip ? 
I think it would be eaſy to prove that many 1 4 
prophecies foretell that the chriſtian church would ; 
ſing the praiſes. of God, and that in the moſt 
literal ſenſe, as Pf. xlvli, xlviii. xcve If, xX XY. 
li. Iii. &. But, as this would require ſome 
jabour and time ; und more eaſily admit the 
quibbles of an adverſary, I forego the advantage, 
and here farther add, that ſinging is evidently 
a goſpel ordinance, becauſe the apoſtle is par- 
ticularly careful to -inculcate the practice even 
in thoſe very epiſtles, where he ſhews that 
the 405 on laws and * ay 1 1 | 
te om ph. ii. 14, 15. . „ 
18 1 ee he profeſſedly ſpeaks 0 
the 2 tion of Jewiſh ceremonies, with 0 
Epheſ. v 29 Col. iii. 716. Where de 'profeſledly . 
inculcates and enforces the practice of ſinging. "th 
Now can: we imagine the apoſtle would in this | 
manner diſcard Jewiſh ceremonies, and enjoin 
ſinging, if both ſtood on the ſame ground? If 


ſinging were not deſigned to be a continued 
practice, even when Jewiſh ceremonies are al! 


ended 2 : : BB 
Beds. 


. A a q * 4 * 
- . * s o * 2 1 : ” 
* 3 | ; * . * 4 by, — 
2 — 2 * 


ny | z 8 A a N * W * 4 3 Wan , a) i 2 FL F 
NR». \ 4 
1 : 1 4 * 4 g | 
” 3 * 1 
N * Y f 
Q a 
a A, ' bo bs 6 * 
. 4 * # 
5 4 


Befdes, does not ſinging anſwer the ſame. 
moral purpoſes ſtill, as it 4 uae: the law? 
Hath it not all the goodneſi and pleaſantneſs in it 
now, that it had in the days of Moſes and 
David? Why then ſhould it be laid aſide un - 
der the go 1} VV 
Again, I beg leave farther to add, I could 
never yet ſee that nearly. the fame arguments. - 
may not be uſed agaifiſt praying or preaching, 
under the New teſtament, as againſt ſinging. ._ 
J venture here to aſk, Mr. BY a few 3 | 
Are not. both praying, 2 and ſinging 
commanded under the New Teſtament, as well 
as under the Old; and one as . e l e | 
other? Are they not all enjoined; by the ſame 
authority? May they not all be performed by 
wicked men? Are there any particular directions 
given concerning the manner of preaching: and. 
praying in the New Teſtament, more than 
concerning the manner of ſinging ? Are there not 
ſufficient general directions given concerning the; 
manner of praying and preaching? Of the man- 
ner of ſinging we may enquire again. by and by. 
I add'; Do prayer and preaching anſwer valuable 
ends for the inſtruction and admonition of men? 
And is it not plain, from Col. iii. 16. that 
ſinging does ſo too? And, though a few re- 
ceive not this benefit on account of their preju - 
dices; yet have not thouſands and millions 
teſtified the truth of it from their own expe- 


rience? eee ogy 
VI. Mr. B. ſeems ſometimes to object abſo- 
lutely againſt all ſinging in publick worſhip“. 
Sometimes he appears only to militate againſt 
„ ſuch a ſort of ſinging as we practiſe in our 

| . churches 
wa of 5 &ec. f 
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5 eviarnhuaki 2 He frankly allows, that 
Pſalms and Hymns was practiſed in the es. . 
days ; and ſeems to admit that, 1 Cor. Nie. 
15. refers to ſinging in the Church}. This 
indeed is undeniably manifeſt to any one who, 
reads the chapter attentively over. And there- 
fore I take it for granted. that our author has us 
objection to ( finging in public, worſhip,” il it 
be performed as it ought to . 
But ſtill he 7 ainſt our De ang- | 
ing in three or four reſpedts. Againſt our jam 
ſinging; — ſinging the campaſitiens of other 
men; and all ſorts of perſons ſinging promiſcu- 
ouſly+. And here he objects te carnal. peoples, 


and women, joining in the ſongy ß. Before my f 


diſcuſs theſe | ſeveral , objections ſeparately, + 
think it may 3 raper to make one — — * 
remark, e ae —— * — will —_ the 

propriety. of. It is this. When any duty is 
<< enjoined, or any practice recommended both _ 


4 — Old Teſtament and the New. and me 155 


command or direction given in the New 
% Teftament, to vary in the manner of — 
c ing that duty from the manner in which it 
„Vas performed. under the Old Teſtament diſ- 
e penſation, it is a good and ſaſe method to reaſon 
te from the manner uſed in the Old — to 
<< that of the New; and to practiſe accor 
This,is admitted, if I miſtake not, by Mr. B. 
and by all conſiderate men, in many other in- 
ſtances; and why not in that of ſinging? If 


| e MING my been Pe — 


| 8 p. 11, &c. 1 P. 15 9. A p. 47. + P. Ho 
$8 P. 18, 19. 29, 37+ &e | 


ingly.” on 


* 


and promiſeuouſl ;—and if perſons. have fab the ,, 
compoſitions of others, and that with divine ap- 
probation ;* and if it have formerly been good, 
pleaſant, and edifying ſo to do, and if the bleſſed 
God have never ſignified his diſapprobation . of 
it in the New Teſtament, .who, has a right to 
forbid it, or to account it. wrong? 

_  FirsT. With reſpect then to the firſt objec- 
tion. —Againſt e ſinging with joint. voices. It 
is ſo manifeſt that this was done in the Old 
Teſtament Church, that I think none will 
Je to deny it. Nor do I recollect that Mr. 

queſtions this. Now why ſhould there be 
any change made in the New Teſtament church, 
unleſs we had ſome intimation given us, that 
our great Maſter deſigned, . and appointed ſuch | 
a change. But inſtead of that, it is at leaſt 
| . evident, that we have one inſtance of this joint 
* Vinging in the practice of our Lord, and his apoſtles. 
14 Matt. xxvi. 30. Mark, xiv. 26. Toſay that, *they 
_ © only gave thanks,” is. to inſult common ſenſe. 
Becauſe the word is quite different, and of dit- 
ferent ſignification from that which is rendered 
to give thanks. We are likewiſe juſt before 
informed that our Lord had given thanks, and 
when thankſgiving is mentioned, the word is 
ſingular, and applied to our. Lord himſelf, and 
to him Alone, as the head of the community; 
becauſe he gave thanks in the name of the reſt, 
which is common in all like caſes. But when 
the hiſtorian mentions their fenging, the word is 
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xxvi. and the ſame in ver. 2 5. 26. Mark xvi. 
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Aiſciples joined with their thlefſed maſter :+ T 0 
diſpute a fact ſo much crowded with evidence, 
has the reſemblance of petulant obſtinacy, in ) 
adhering to education prejudices. * | 5 
Some may poflibly think, that 1 Conc mi 8 
militates againſt joint ſinging; though I don't 
remember that Mr. B. has produced any argu- 
ment againſt it from this chapter. But it is 
very evident, the apoſtle is ſpeaking of the man- 
ner in which the brethren ought to employ 
their EXTRAORDINARY gifts; and not giving 
rules for their conſtant proceeding i in their com- 
mon public worſhip. And more plain. ſtill, that 
this chapter cannot be conſidered as a directory 
for the 5; wir Ge publick worſhip in follow- - 
ing ag es, when theſe extraondinary gifts were 
ceaſed. 
SzconpLy. As to « ſinging promiſcuouſh.” 
It is not to be denied that this was admitted in 
the Old Teſtament Church; and if then, wh 
not zow, unleſs forbidden in the New Teſtament 
TI know Mr. B. diſapproves of this argumentt. 


& Tt is no where forbidden ;” and thinks ae bi 


ſimilar to that of ſome weak perſons who argue 
thus for infant baptiſm, becauſe ſay they, - it is 
no where forbidden.” But the caſe is 3 925 
different. If Baptiſm had been a ſtanding or- 
dinance under the law, an ordinance from the Fa 
beginning, and always adminiſtered to infants, 
then undoubtedly the argument of eur pado- ' 
baptiſt brethren would be valid and unanſwer- 
able, For in that caſe, nothing leſs than a 
divine prohibition . vindieate our refuſing 
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w@ adininiffer- this ordinanee to infants now. 


On the fame foundation, it may be inconteſtibly 


argued in favour of promiſcuous ſinging. This 
was practiſed in the worſhip of the of: Teſta- 


bition to ſing promiſcuouſly, It therefore una- 
yoidably follows, ceteris paribus, that promiſ- 
tuous finging is right and proper ſtill. | 
Mr. B. apprehends that promiſcuous linging 
is wrong on two accounts. © It admits carnal 
«people to join in it,“ «and women take their 
part in the ſervice.” But we ſhould take 
care that we don't fet up our own wiſdom above 


in it formetly;—Carnst people are allowed and 


_ encouraged to attend to, and join in other parts 


of divine worſhip, and why not in this, as well 


as the reſt ?—=Carnal people have often been in- 
ſtructed and admoniſhed, and otherwiſe benefited # 
in this exerciſe. Why then ſhould they be deprived 
vf the opportunity of attending to it? If it be 

u part of moral duty; as I think we have proved 
it is, then carnal people ought to attend to it, 
as well as others. With all deference and iſub“ 


miſſion to ſo. venerable a man as Mr. B. 1 hum- 


bly ſuppoſe his objeRion againſt this, ariſes from: 
two miſtaken grounds. A miſtaken idea of the 
nature and deſign a hnging's and a miſtaten 


interpretation of ſome paſſages of ſeripture. 
A miſtaken idea of the nature and deſigu of 


| inging in divine worſhip.— He and ky ee 
ſeem to conceive of it as if it implie 


| an im- 
mediate addreſs to God, ariſing from preſent or 


ba paſt ſenſations ;; and expreflive of preſent: or paſt 


Experiences, Now to me it appears evident 
e that 


* . 
| 
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Y 
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ment. Singing is (ill vat and no prohi- 


that of God. Carnal people evidently joined « 
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that this is not what is intended by it; but 
rather an agreeable and harmoniaus:mulings#or. | 
ruminating on any ſubject whatſoever, in ſuen 
a manner as is calculated to ſtrike and engage 
the mind, and thereby to inſtruct, admoniſh, and 
edify. And hence, the Pſalms of David, Aſaph, 
and others, which were ſung in the Fewiſß- 
church, were ſome of them prayers," and ſome 
of them narrations of facts; while others were 
moral precepts, as well as immediate addreſſes 
of praiſe and thankſgiving to God, The whole 
book of Pſalms will afford abundant proof of 
this. Hence David ſays, thy /fatutes,-—not thy 
praiſes only, but thy //atutes. have been my ſongs 
in the houſe of my pilgrimage. Pſ. exix. 54. 
Now why ſhould it not be right! and neceſſary 
for carnal men to ſing theſe ſongs as well as ſpl- 
ritual )! ñ . ͤ e ag On 
I think too, that Mr. B has miſtaken: the 
ſenſe of ſome--paſſages of ſcripture.” I mean, 
particularly, Epheſ. 3 | Col. iii. 16. He a 
tells us, ver. 18. in Epheſ. v. is—the verx 
* ground on which ver. 19. ſtands.” It is, he 
ſays, the very cauſe and reaſon of his bidding 
them ſpeak to themſelves in pſalms, and hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs,” On Col. iii. 16. that 
the command to let the word of: Chriſt 
dwell in them richly in all wiſdom,“ was that 
they might be able to continue teaching and 
* admoniſhing one another in pſalms, and hymns; 
„and ſpiritual ſongs d.“ And he inſiſts that 
the former part of Col. iii. 16; deſeribes the 
eſſential qualification for the nn 
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what is contained, in the latter part of ith, But 
he has not, that I can find, given ue, nor 
even attempted to give vs the leaſt proof of alf 
this; nor can I ſee in what manner he would 

80 about to prove it. It cannot. de proved from. 

any thing. aſſerted by the apoſtle, becauſe we 
have no ſuch aſſertion in either of theſe places. 

It cannot be proved from any conjunction, or- 
any other connecting words in theſe verſes ; for 
there are not any ſuch co ue connecting 
words in either place. e apoſtle does not ſay,,. 
for inſtance, in Epheſ. 44 Ye muſt be filled 
with the ſpirit, chat ye muy ſpeak to your- | 

4 ſelves, &c,” Nor any thin? + like meaning 

or force. And yet if 3 hack fac this, it would; 

be no- proof that it will always be needful to 2 

filled with the ſpirit,” in order to ſing as 

here directed, and for the purpoſe here niention-- 
ed : and that no one muſt ever ſing pfalms, 
hymns, &c. but thoſe who are <flted-/with the 

„ ſpirit.” To prove this, I mention only one 

paſfage, which Mr. B. will allow is, at leaſt, 

tantamount in ſignifieation: It is Adds vi. 3. 

&c. © Brethren, look ye out ſeven men fu 1. 

* of the Holy Ghoſt, whom we may: appoint, 
over this- buſineſs.” „ Will Mr. B. ſay, that 

none are to be deacons in the church, but thoſe: 

| who are, in his ſenſe, full of the ſpirit, or of 

«the Holy, Ghoſt 2??? And yet if he chuſed to 

aſſert this, as I believe he hardly will, he would: 


eaſily deduce-proof-of it from: As vi. 3. much 
200 er than can be deduced from Epheſ. 


- 28, 1g. in favor of bis 8 of: 
— verſes. 


Farther,, ; 


em): 


, e de wil]! not undertake to- 
prove What he aſſerts on Epheſ. v. 18, 29, from 
the two verſes being ed in the ſame period, 

and the order in Wich the two clauſes ſtand. 

Almoſt numberlefs other. paſſages would demon- 

ſtrate that this is no proof at all. But if be 

only read to the end of the period, to vers 22, 

he nity have fülb'fatisfaction. Will be fay- that , 
none can, and con ſequently none ought ο © giver 

« thanks to God,“ as ver. 20 ; or, to ſubmit. 

«6 themſel ves,“ as v. 21, unleſs he be filled with. 

the extraordinary gift of the ſpjrit ? I hope not. 

And yet is inconteſtibly evident, that be bas 

tde ſame prof of this as of the aflertion L have 

above tranſcribed from him. I therefore. ven- 

ture to take it fon granted, that our author.pro-- 

ceeds to his concluſion 'on.' miſtaken: premiſes 33 

and that if he had attempted to give fair proof. 

of what he ſo poſitively aſſerte, Fe would ſoorr. 

have diſeovered the fallacy of+his own geaſoning z.; 

and that all he has ſaid. on this paſſage, .with . 

a. view te "oppoſe I promifcuqus Ginging . muſt; 7 / 

unayoidably. fall”.to the ground. And e 12 8 

ſame reaſoh, We are obliged, te draw hy ſame. 


£ Farther, Th 


_ concluſion reſpectiug what he: ſays on Col. tit... 
16, which is in the fame ſtrain, and built on the 
fame foundation ; and therefore I pals it by, fert 
the fakt of brevitß. he 

After all, I readily, ung 
not perform thls, or any other duty,as they.ought -| 
to do, and ffom a tight ſpirit. Bat then bis 

ein never be a reaſon. why they ſhould:Yays 
fuct'-duries alide. Their 4 proyer:is. abomn 
% nation unto the Lord.“ The reg e plowing. 
« of the wicked. is*fin,” But are they, on this 
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"acconnt to lay aſide all religious duties, and 
all civil exerciſes? And never more regard either 
the duties of religion or of their calling? 
Surely not. I think it evidently 'follows then, 
that nothing Mr. B. has ſaid, is ſufficiently co- 
gent againſt permitting, and even encouraging 
carnal men to fing the praiſes of God. 
Yet again, our author ftill inſiſts ochemently".. 
| inſiſts upon it, that women ought not to join in 
1 ſinging the praiſes of God, in public worſhip; - 
and ſays a great deal indeed, in order to ex- - 
"poſe this practice, and diſſuade from it. I think 
© the whole ofwhat he has ſaid on this ſubject, that 
is properly argumentative, is reducibie to theſe 
two heads: We have no ſcripture authority to 
encourage women thus to ſing.” And, “ Sing- 
* ing is ſpeaking, and teaching; but women 
are not to ſpeak or to teach in the church; 
c and therefore not to ſing.“ x 
Ass to © ſeripture authority,” if by this be | 
meant, no ſcripture enjoins in ſo many words, 
that women in public worſhip, ſhall join with 
emen in ſinging;“ it need not be . 5 
Where is it expreſsly enjoined that women 
ſhould attend public worſhip at all? Where are 
women expreſsly commanded to fit down at the 
Lord's table? where we are expreſsly command- 
ed to- preach,” or to ray; or to read the ſcrip- 
tures in public workbip! I might aſk. the ſame 
queſtions on moltſtudes oF other ſubjects: but 
this would be trifling. I propoſe theſe to ſhew 
that theſe requiſitions on any ſubject in diſ- 
pute, are generally unmeaning and N ü 
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as proper and uſeful on any ; ſubjb@z.., praiſe, | 
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periencs the .gobdnefs of it, and the Heafantngſs of 


* 3 * 70 
auibbles, The bleed God conſiders 


ſtanding the general 1 of his word, withoud [ 

theſe punctilios of expre in every ſub} 
Women, as well as men have rationa gi 

eities ;—they, as well as men, have immortak 


ſouls z—they, as well men, are made for an eter- 
nal duration; they, as well as men, are 


Crea- 
ad be 


tures of God.—If ſinging the praiſes of 


ready, they, as well as men, are undet᷑ an obli- 
gation to perform it 2 as well as men, 


have reeeived many bleſſings from Gedi which. 


they ought to praiſe — —— ſingiag 


prayer, narration, or precept, as we have con- 


fidered-it. above x women, as well a men, ane in- 
tereſted in all theſe ſubjects z. they, as well as 
men, can underſtand them all z —and they can 
profit by them all. — They, as well men, have 


They have 
of ſpeech, and the daughters of. 

heks”” as well as men dar cen abefe- 
the advantages of. ande- 


22 to ſing on them all. 


it; and be edified, and taught, and ien 


| by it, as well as men.— Nothing is more com- 

mon in ſeripture, nor more freely allowed 
grammariane, nos moe uſual in 
all ſabjects, political, common, and {acred,. than. 
to include the woman in the man : and When 
directions are 
directions as alſo 


unge, on. 


en to men, to underſtand theſe 


ſtances are innumerable; but needleſs to be here 
| 2 The n 3 in- 
£21 9 N *. 


men * poſ- hs 5 
eſſed of rational faculties, and capable of unders «© 


a moral duty, which I think has been proved al- 


o binding on women. The in- 
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forms us that women ie? 1 eie kath. men in 
ſinging; and that in public worſhip too: and 8 
we have no evidence that the bleſſed God diſap- 
proves of it; but the contrary. Miriam, and 
the Iſraelitiſh' women joined with Moſes, and tage 
. reſt of the children of Iſrael.” (Exod. xv. i, 20, * - 
21.) Deborah joined with 22 (Judg. v. 1. 5 
There were ſinging women, among the , Ao 
well as finging men. Ezra ii. 65. Nehem. ry 
67. The daughters of -Heman | were under the 
hands of their father for so o, and for ſong 1x 
THE HOVSE' or THE Lon b, and for\ ſervice. ix 
i THE HOUSE OF THE LoRD too, as well as this 
W ſons. (1 Chron. xxv. 6, 6.) Women, therefore, 
| have joined in this ſervice; and if the bleſſed | 
God have never expreſſed his diſapprobation of 
4 it, and appointed any change to be made in it, 
why ſhould they be excluded from it more than 
' men? And why ſhould they be excluded under 
the New Teſtament e more chan un 
der the Old? | 
But ſinging, Hiya Mr. B. ce is Pang ; n 
« we are to teach by ſinging. Now women are 
= c not allowed to teach, or to ſpeak in the chureh; 
nl e and therefore not to ſing.” I venture to an- 
= i ſwer thus. When women are forbidden to ſpeak 
8 or to teach in the church, it muſt either be un- 
=  derſtood in the moſt ſtrict and unlimited ſenſe; 
3 it muſt be underſtood with ſome reſtrictions and 
| limitations; ſuch as the nature of things, the 8 
tenor of ſcripture, and the contexts in queſtion | 


\' will ſuggeſt. Let us examine the ſubject in bon 
16 | | _ theſe views, 9 

4 1.) Is it to be 1 in the moſt Aria 
1 | and unlimited ſenſe? I — wy or, 5 
WM a | e 
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the reaſons. following. It is evident thaywhen. 
teaching is applied to finging, it is in an unuſual — 
and extraordinary ſenſe; not in the ſenſe in which 
it. is commonly underſtood, as reſpecting the regu= I 
lar ſtated worſhip of God in the church. Now the 
apoſtle only forbids women's caching in one fingle 
place, 1 Tim. 11, 12. And in that place he is 
not ſpeaking, that I.can perceive, of any thing 
extraordinary or unuſual; but if he be ſpeaking. 
of public worſhip at all, which I much queſtion, 
he is evidently ſpeaking of the ordinary ſtated 
worſhiplof the church. Conſequently, it is rea- 
ſonable, and natural to underſtand teaching there 
in the common and uſual ſenſe. It ſeems. proper, 
and I think neceſſary, for women to ſpeak in the 
church on ſome occaſions. For, not here to 
mention relating experiences, which might poſ- 
ſibly excite diſputes, of another kind, that might 
divert us from the point in queſtion ; there ſeems 
to be a neceflity that they ſhould on many 
oecaſions give an account of facts in the church, 
which they alone are acquainted with, and et 
are needful to be laid open; and this they/can= — - 
not do without ſpeaking, — If any falſe charges 
are exhibited againſt. women, by which their 2 
reputation in the church is any way injured ; = 
or on account of which they are in danger f 
being excluded ; it ſeems an intolerable hardſhip = 
if the women, in ſuch caſe, . be ndt permitted ts 
vindicate themſelves, and clear their characters. 
but they cannot do this without peng. If 
women at any time behave diſorderly, and here- 
| by make the church unhappy, or injure its ge- 
pautation; it appears to be in this caſe, highly ; 
neceſſary that the church ſhould examine their 1 
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Conduct, and require them to give" an account 
of it, that it may appear in its own light. And 
this cannot be regularly done, if women be not 
permitted to ſpeak in the church If women re- 
pent of their conduct, and be ready to give an 
account of this repentance, they ought to have 
liberty to do it. But they cannot do this with 
regularity, and in a ſatisfactory manner, unleſs 
they are permitted to pet in the church, If 
any difterence ariſe among women, or between 
women and other members in the church, when 
they have taken the previous ſteps mentioned 
Mat. xviii. 15, 16. 17. If theſe prove unſuc- 
ceſsfu}, they muſt bring the matter before the 
church. Hut how can they R 
withbut eating in the church ? When 2 
church undertakes any thing of peculiar import- 
ance or difficulty in- which the women may 
have occaſion to be concerned; or to the ex- 
pences of which they may have a call to con- 
tribute; or in the good, or bad effects of which, 
they may be, at leaſt, as much intereſted as the 
men are; it is right they ſhould give their voice 
in it, and their advice concerning it; and it 
appears to be intolerant not to allow them this 
privilege. Beſides there may be, and I am per- 

fuaded there are many things which ſome of the 
women underſtand better than fome-of the men. 
But they are denied this privilege, and treated 
in a very. intolerant manner, if they be not per- 
mitted on any account to Heat in the church. 
This may be applied particularly, ta the admiſ- 
ſion of new members, and the choice of officers, 
. paſtors, or deacons in the church ; on which 
oceaſions, for ſeveral moſt obvious reaſons yer ng 
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need bat be bere mentioned, Py n 
right, but even neceſſary for "_ to d 
liberty, to t, as well as men | 
Yet. farther. - think; this ads] a of ; 
taken. im itz moſt entenſive and unlimited ſenſe; 
* that * 2 to be pope wy 12 
offices WAI women bore, an e gifts 
were 1 — in the 1 of the 5 
It. is generally granted, if n and, 
L A zug too, that there were Deaeongſſet 
in the pr july oo, chu hurch ; and that Phoebe, 
(Na. 1} wag one of theſe, and the word. 
duaxorgry Which we render ſervant, ſeems te 
imply this. It appears very natural to ſuppoſe, 
that au officer in the church. muſt ſometimes. 
have occaſion to ſpeak in it. But even this, 
could not be, if the apolile's direction be under=; 
ſtood and applied without. reſtriction Women 
in th>prinativs Church, | had certainly the gift, 
of praphem. This was foretold, by the gen ber 
Tolls ii. 2 on the da . 
teegſt. (Acts ii. 16, 17.) The four au 25 
of Philip had this gift, (Ads xxi. 9.) 1 4 
this gift was peculiarly exerciſed in the Cg 
r. the helieyers, not the unbeliever 85 x | 
xiy4 22. Se. But tax ſurely could-not prop bein. 
the church, unleſs they ates in it. Vet again, 
che apaſtle plainly ſuppoſes. that women did. 
both pray and propheſy. in the Church, and. 
gives them directions to do it decently. | (1 Cgre - 
xi. 5. & c.) They were then moſt certainly per- . 
8 to ſpeał in the church, on ſome occaſions: 
therefore I conelude that when. the apoſtle **far-, 
bids. women to ſpeak. in the church, he is to be | 
under ſtood with ſome Im et 5 and that, 


IM 
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vi This . ditenbined, ge- 
cotding to the eftabliſhed rules of interp 
by © the context in queſtion, the nature 25 
things," and the general tenor of ſeriptute. 
The prohibitions are two; not to “ ſpeak in 


«the Church,“ and * not to teach, or to uſurp! 


* authority over the man. The pallages where 


they are found are, 1 Cor. xiv, 34, 35. 1 Tim. 


1 T1, 12. which I defire the reader to conſult.: 
In the former, the apoſtle. ſays, „Let your 
wornen kevy lbs in the churches 5 for it is! 
not permitted to them to ſpeak ; &. I think ie 

is undeniable, from what is ſaid above, that 
the agony v2 Hhegornred be unlimited; this 
ate never to permitted to ſpeak in the church, 
on any occifion Whatever. For that ſeems to 
be contrary both to the nature of. —_— 
the tenor vf ſeripture. In order te. Judge of 
the apoſtte's meaning from 
be obferved: Athat che apoſtle is enjo 
gularity and order in che chuteh, ver. 33. 
it is certaĩn there is no diſordet in women 1 
ing with men in ſinging the praiſes of God, 
any mere than there is, when/men jointly fg 
his praiſes ; nor more than there. is when both 
ſexes join in prayer. If the divine Being had 


_ eſteemed it diſorderly, he would have blamed ie 


the content, it may 
re. 


under the law. But we don't find that he did 


blame it. Again; though the apoſtle forbids 
women to ſpeak in the church; and though, in 
a ſenſe, we do ſpeak when we ing yet — 
and ſpeaking are very different. Both the 


name and fignification differ: and they are 


always differently underſtood, both in ſeripture, 
in common. _ and in all authors of act] 


and 


e * 
nave pain 49d certain, 135 
than 


Ne p. : 70 ys (1 Cor. . 33» 3 
and it will appear, 1.) that the injunction: is 
to prevent efubon;. and for the fake of order, 
ver. 33.6 God is not the author of .coofuſon, 
% but of 
women join with men in ſinging, therm is no 
confuſſon, nor any thing that tends to the breach 
of peace, more than if only one —— ling ; or 
if all the men fing together, and the women re- 
main ſilent. Women can ſing as: orderly as 
men 1 and ons join in the amm 
and as peaceably as men. | 
- -(2»)-'F he, argument;by which the injundion | 
is enforced, has n relation to ringt They 
are commanded to be under obedience.” (oit- 
ed from Gen. iii. 16.) But women can be ſub» 
and obedient to their huſbands, and vet 
in with them in ſinging. Children are com- 
mauded to be obedient to theix parents, and ſere 
vants to their maſters ; yet Mr. B. will not | 
that this is any reaſon why A n ſhould: not eh 
with his father, or a ſervant with his\maſtery in 
1 fog the praiſes of God; and therefore the 
cannot from hence be ern 


dere 4 Th relation do ſinging. +4; «63. 15 | 
The apoſtle — hes, neten for wor 
ki: that he had no — to 


wn ben nn EO upon them 


this. - de ae 


peace Now it is evidentthetwhen - | 
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«they would learn any thing ſdys he, “ let hem 
aſxk their huſbands at home.“ But to“ aſk their 
e huſbands at home, could be no ſuccedaneum F | 
for ſinging, The one could never compefifate 
the difadvantage bf being prohibited the other. 
I Paul hat aid, „Let them Arg! with their 
% huſbands at home, we ſhould eafily have 
underſtood that he meant, “ let them not ſing 
e in the- church.“ Ard, by parity of reaſon, 
cet them aſk their huſbands at home,“ implies, 
4 let them not aſk queſtions inſ the church, to 
„ diſorder and diſcompoſe the church. . 
([.) The apoſtle, in the laſt place, ſubjoins, 
4% For it is-a ſhame for women to fpeak in the 
„church.“ But' it is plain, from the conſtaht 
practice and approbation of It; both in the Few- | 
#+/ and Cbriſtian churches, that it is by no 
means accounted /hameful or indecent for women 
7 * with men in ſinging the praifes of 
On the whole, it appears that the s PRAKINO 
the apoſtle forbids in 1 Cori xy. is ſuch as 
would be diſorderly, and make confuſion in the 
church: ſuch as is ſhameful, or tmdecent . 
ſuch as is contrary to the woman's ſubjection 
to her huſband : — and ſuch as will be, at leaſt, 
in a good meaſure, precluded, and rendered un- 
nece ary, by « aſking their huſbands at home.“ 
J think it is evident that no kind of ſpeaking 
will anſwer this mes unleſs it be diftat= 
ing to the church, and pretending to teach. the 
church, or propoſing en to the obſtruc- 
tion of church buſineſs, and the hindrance of 
its regular proceedings. The former is aſſumin 
authority over the man; and they are both. dit. 
orderly and indecent; ut ſinging! does W 
| 8 For: come 
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"a withia.. this deſerip dien and  therdfore 
does not ſeem. to be in the tho 
As to the other tent, 3 
though "Mer B. ſeems to take take it for 8 
the apoſtle has hexe an eye to public worſhip: 
I confeſs, I, can ſee no reaſon to admit: that : 
has; and therefore cannot conſider it at all in 


s of theapoſile.. - 


im. il. 11, . IN 


point to the preſent queſtion, But if he will We 


ſo underſtand. it, ſtill it has no weightitin his 


favor; as . by the conſiderations above- ; 


mentioned. I have been the more lar ' 
this branch of the ſubject, becauſe Mr. Tis lays | 
much ſtreſs upon it. 
 _ Thirdly. Mr. R. objects againſt «4 our prac- 
_ U'tice of ingiog,” xbat. « we ſing the compo- 
<« ſitions of others ;—and theſs — human _ | 
4e poſitions ; and eyen the compoſitions of of 
e would not chuſe to be in church. fellow. 
4 ſhip with “.“ As to ſinging the compoſitions of 
others, this was conſtantly: p raiſed n the Old 
Teſtament church. The deok of Pſalms,. com« 
poſed by David, Aſaph, ant. others was uſed for 
this purpoſe; and the pſalms were ſent or given to 
«© the chief. ip rad 'to be ſung according to the 
3 ſent or given with them, Thie is clear 
from mans of the titles of the Pſalms... See the 
titles of Pſalm jv, v. vl. vll. viti.. and many others. 
It is r- to the honour of og ng king Hee | 
neklah, that, among his other excellent attempte 
to reform the Mal and halen, 4 he” com- 
; @ manded' the Levites: to N. allos unte 'the 
«4 Lord with. the words David and of Aſapls 
4 the ſear,” (a Chron. xxix. F „There cannot 
by ns turpitude Anging the com- 


low 
% e. n. 
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_ - poſitions of others And did the great God err 
- appoint a change to be made in-this'branch* f 
worſhip ? If not, who has a right to forbid, or to 


Oo 


— 


alter it now.? Singing is as ſtrictly enjoined in 

2 the New Teſtament, as it was in the Old, if 

= ' not more ſtrily z and we have no command, or 
direion, that I know of, to ſing in a different 
manner from that in which Wick per formed 

this ſervice, / gat COSFLED OLLAT AR 
Still Mr, B. complains that the compoſitions 
we ſing are * man compolitions ;“ that is, 
not the compoſitions. of inſpired men. Admits 
tlug, for a moment, the cr/minalttyy of this, It 
enn only be alledged againſt part of what we 
ling. For a great part of our ſongs are the 
ſulms of David, and others. Theſe ate in- 
ired, Mr. B. 1 think, will not object, as ſome 
have weakly done, that they are human, becauſe 
they are tranſlated into Eng/i//h, Nor will he 
object, it is hoped, that they are human, becauſe 
they are verſe, He has often heard, that the 

Pſalms, and ſome other parts of- the Old Teſta= 
ment, were written in Hebrew verſe, | Tran- 

- lating them into Angliſh verſe then, is onl 
moditying them in a proper manner, that they 
may better reſemble what they originally were; 

| xo more completely anſwer the purpoſe for 
which they were originally defigned. And if 
the perſon who ſo modifies. them, be judicious 
and faithful, and give the true ſenſe of the fa- + 
cred writers; they are, at leaſt, very nearly, as 
much a divine compoſition as our Engliſh tran- | 
flation is. And I think, no r vir" judge will 
deny, that the ſacred ardor of the Hebrew poet, 
which is very eſſential to good Pſalms and _ 
| | | | r Hymns TOO 
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Hymnus, wa be prelerved better in 


 Pfalm or Hymn, than in a prayer or ſermon, in 


congregation 


| cc reac y to'our hands.“ But if this had been a | 
any way imptoper, ſurely, we have reaſon. ta 
believe that our divine Maſter would have blam- 


And if ſome © 

truth of ſcripture be regarded in them, they are 

and ſermons ate. For all our Prayer, Apo all 
> 


our ſermons, Whether precomPpoſe 
extempore, Are, it this ſenſe, an., And, ! 


« But one perſon judges of the hymn for the 


prehends to be ugſcriptural. _ 
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e ee eee ee ee eee 
ot! ee be compoſed 
by uninſpired men, on other ſubjects ; if the 


no more human compolitions, than our prayers 


: 


or uttereg 
own, 1 could never ſee any more harm In a 


this ſenſe, cömpoſod by men, It may be ſaid, the 
« Pſalms and Hymns are not perhaps, according 
« to ſeripture,” The ſame may be ſaid of the 
prayers and ſermons, And who js to be the 
udge of this ? Certainly every man for him» 
felt, And ſurely none will ſing in the preſence 
of God, whit he believes to be a falſehood, 


on.“ True; and 6 it Is in 


«« whole congregat | | 
prayer, and it And any one in, the 
as the ame right to reject any. 

art of the Pſalm or Hymn, and to refuſe join- 
ng his voice with the reſt in ſinging. it, which he 
has to refuſe joining in a prayer, or receiying the 

ſentiments contained in a ſermon, that he ap- 

Mr. B. excepts to theſe compoſitions, becauſe. 


1 


they are © preſcript, precompoſed, and m 


4 


ed the Jews for it, or have warned us againſt it. 
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vid and Aſaph, „made re | 
and we have abundant evidence. that the great 
| God approved their conduct, and accepted their 
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The Jews undoubted! fong the Pſalms of Da- 
y to their hands 


ſervices. And I believe no man can. prove that 
theſe were not the compelitions ſung by our 


Saviour and his diſciples at his laſt ſupper ;; and x | 


by Paul and Silas in the prifon at Philippi; 
and recommended to the Epheſians and Coloſ- 
ſians; and to ſueh as are merry, Mat. xxvi. 30. 
Col. iii. 16. James v. 13. Indeed there is no 
neceſlity either to prove or to affert that they 
were ſuch. But, if it were needful, I think, 
much more might be ſaid for it than againſt it. 
Mr. B. ſeems to wonder that we don't uſe. 
precompoſed fermons. and prayers, as well as. 


precompoſed Pſalms and Hymas t. Several rea- 


ſons might be aſſigned for this: but I think it 
fufficient here to ſay, we have ſeen above, that 


we have Divine Authority for precompoſech 


Pfalms and Hymns; but not for precomnpoſedi 
fermons and prayers, We have alfo a book of 
Pfalms,. provided for us by our great Maſter in 
heaven ; but not a book of fermons and prayers.. 
There is alſo an evident propriety. in the reaſon. 
of things, to prevent octuGon in: ſocial worſhip, 
in having precompoſed Pſalms and Hymns, ra. 
ther than. precompoſed prayers and fermons.. .. 
Our author ſeems to t@uait his © ſinging breth», 
« ren,” becauſe they bring their Hymns in. 
their pockets,. to worſhip Godt, But taunts and: 
Jeers Are light things, and can be eaſily borne. 


+P. 35, ue. 8 F. Bp 26, 36, ih 


we cannot think it proper to unite in church 


6640 * 


[HoweylY, ni gg vin wh. 
pieable warrant? is,. When' Heß we 40 
the ſource of wiſdom, exhotts his Fiete wer- 
ſhip him, he does not bid them made a Plat, 
but tate" ene plainly” ſuppoſin hst ie is made 
ready for them, Sing alend unto God per. 
«ft 77 malle a ful noiſe ' unto the God of 
4 „ TAN repo bring ww] 
«« dubrel che p Jleaſant Harp with the Prey 
3 Ixxxi. 1, 1a.) The Lord esam is 
Ne e to * a ſong for poſterity; and Moſes ' 
« did ſo, Deut. xxxi.- 19, 22.) And David, 
the. man after God's on heart, fue the 
Pſualm to thank the Lord, to Aſuph and his 
e brethren.? (x Chron. xvi. 7.) It is therefore [| 
no new- or unſeriptural practies fer” people to FI 
tale Pſalms and Hymns with them to divine | 
worſhip”: and whether we take them in dur 
pockets or hands, or any other Way, is a very im- 
material cireumſtance; and it is hardly conſiſt» 
ent with the dignity ity: and the gravity: of an aged 
miniſter of Chriſt to treat ſuch a-circumſtance 
with ridicule and ſnee rt. 

Once more; the good gentleman I am WS. ( {7} 
aA with, wonders Fant mourns, and pities us 
ver much indeed; that we ſhould uſe the com- 
poſitions of thoſe with whom we cannot unite 
in church- fellowſhipt. We anſwer, the reaſon 


fellowſhip with-thofe good men who ſprinkle _ 
becauſe wh have any diſreſpect, to their perſons, 1 


or any doubt of yOu anne 2 their 
Grat Nen 9834 | OY. 


art t. Fl 5s be. 
1 or knowledge 


our allegiapce and (ubjeRtion tn; himereguire us 
not to do it. But if any of) theſe gd men 
compoſe either hymns ox ſermons, calculatedoto 
edify our ſouls; and agreeable to the truths of 
the goſpel, we ſee no reaſon; why aye; way naot 
enjoy the advantage of their, labpurs, as they do 
of ours, by Huging their hymns; a5: well as vead- 
ing their ſermans, or heaxing them preach, IH 
we are miſtaken in this, we defire_ to be taught 
better rather than laughed at, and mourned 
oyer. For neither laughter nor lamentation 
bring any conviction; to our conſeienees. 
VII. Being now on the ſubject, I beg leave, 
with all. due reſpect, and ſubmiſſion to mx 
brethren in the miniſtry, of every denomina ; 
tion, and-the churches under their care, to offer 
my thoughts freely concernimg the manu of 
ſinging in chriſtian churches. As this path is 
but little beaten, I entreat the candor of the 
judicious and pious reader; and venture to pro- 
poſe the following method. T6753 73 ras i T6200 
%; ; n Ws FinsT. 
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Fo offer a fe general advicev⸗ 
1 ——————— noma 8 * 


to be ei in it. 
Fr. The directions of the New rer 
ment; And here we may eonſider to. | 


they are given Ind what contain: 

949570 whom they are given. 3 
naturaſ eo ſuppoſe, if ce had not full evidence of 
it, that theſe directions are 


under Chriſt, of ail that God 


And with Whom ſhonld our: i bleſſed ee | 


_ is ordinances, but with bis ſervants, 
frie 


444, his (pont, his brethrn ? Such 


titles are given to his chürch; from the dif- 


ferent relations in which our Saviour ſtands to 


sc people, and the correſpondent di 1 


hi 
that his people! have towards him. 
theſe have ſpiritual» underſtandings to diſcern 
vrhat wil b be moſt for his honor; or ſpititual diſpo- 
ſitions to manage his concerns for him. None elſe 


have a cordial affection for Chriſt, that will excite | 


a holy care for his glory. 
And we ſind that theledireſtionecre,ie bb given 
to the churches, and to members of the charches, 
and to them Theſe directions are 


v.) All which epiſtles are indiſputably written to 
n and to none elſe. . 


given to the chern. 
The church is * the pillar and ground of the 
„truth.“ (x Tim. iii. 18.) NN ſupports | 


in 
four places. (1 rn Epheſ. vr Col. ii. Ja. 
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_ _ tons are evidently: given in general terms, abd | 
do all er age n e without 
enception. For the. apoſtles uſe no exceptive 
yr reſtraining clauſes, to conſine theſe directions 
to one; more than another, But, as in all! 
other univerſal directions, every one, according 
to his ability, is under obligation to obſerve 
them. Vet it may be proper to take] notice, 
that (1 Cor. xiv.) relates to extraordinarx 
gifts, both with reſpect to ſinging and other 
parts of divine worſhip. Theſe- are not to be; : 
expected at this day: and therefore none can 
now with propriety attempt to ng, any more 
than wg or preach, or propheſy, according 
to the directions there given. And (Jam. v. 13.) 
reſpects particularly thoſe. who are merry or 
chearful. Is any merry? Let him ſingſ 
« pſalms.“ Vet it cannot be conſined to- him 
who is merry. For if ſo, the formet elauſee 
would imply that none but the afflicted are to 
pray; Which would oppoſe the general tenor 
of ſcripture, and the common ſenſe of mankind. 
But ſinging pfalms is peculiarly ſuited to a 
chearful diſpoſition, as prayer is to a ſtate of af- 
fliction. The ar ace CE pheGeat 19. 
Col iii. 16.) are quite clear, as to the perſons 
addreſſed in them, and need no comment. It 
is however manifeſt that thaſe who have no 
capacity for ſinging, cannot be under obligation 
to practiſe it, any more than a blind man, can 
be under obligation to read and “ ſearch 'the 
« ſcriptures.”: And the ſame may be ſaid of 
every other general command contained in the 
bible. I venture to recommend it to thoſe Who 


are incapacitated to ſing, that they breathe after? 
+ RE”: the 


— 
RW" 


; 7 


te: 


the. 3 


mere idle ſpeculation may ſuggeſt, I know from 
good evidence, that the ſpiritual ſongs of the 


E will be far. from . unprofitable 


even to theſe. _. 


There are others, who. capacities, 'both, of . 
voice and ear, are very ſlender; yet there is in 
them a foundation for improvement, thoughs 


weak one. And it has been aſſerted by 
judges, and ſkilful teachers, that theſe, 

and diligence, may make a- conſiderabl, 
_ ciency, Theſe, . therefore, ought to improve 


2 


the ſmall capacity they have, for the honor of 
God, the Seng of. the church, and their 


And this is as evidently pro- 


own advan 
per 3 . it is for a preacher to learjt 


to ſpeak well, that he may brand ae er Al 


advantage of the people. 
n 


expoſe guy Funk) way. of ſingingz;; ani ſeems 


to inſiſt upo 1 that becauſe we cannot prove it 


ſeri 3 in nal the various circumſtances of it, 


we ought. to lay it aſide. And this appears (o 
be the chief deſign and object of his tract. But 
I beg. leave to aſł him, Can he vindicate by plain 


ſeripture; his manner of praying or preaching ? 


Can he by plain ſcripture vindieate that method 
of conducting public worſhip, which is 2 ee ö 
reat _ 
Britain? I freely confeſs, I cannot What 
then? Muſt Id a . , and all pub- 


dy any party, or any particular church in 


lie Te be laid It is evident, if Mr, 


B's 


ſuch 1 A | 

may find moſt uſeful, in order to keep their” 
mind attentive. to the ſong, and to the matter _ 
contained in it. And, i in oing this, whatever _ "5 


profi- 


hat do theſe directions e 5 g 
we may obſerve, chat Mr. B. takes much paĩus to 5 
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B's abe be valid; enough | to. bet . 
practice of ſinging, they are equally ſo to annul 
the practice of praying and preaching; and to 
demoliſh the pole fibrie of. publick Br 
all together. The calc appears to be this. The 
great God has condeſcended to give us general 
rules with reſpect to ſinging, preaching, and 
praying, ſufficient for the edification of his 
church. But he has tlot given us particular 
rules with reſpect to mode and (form, and other 
circumſtances in any part of publie worſhip. 
And, as Chriſtian churches are ſo different, in 
capacity, ſituation, and other eircumſtances, it 
appears to be a great proof of divine Wiſdom 
and goodneſs that ſuch particular directions are 
not given; as we cannot ſee how they could 
have been given, without reducing Chriſtianity 
to a ſtate of bondage, like that of the Jews. 
Surely Mr. B. knows that ſinging, is al ifferently 
practiſed in different congregations. And the 
ſame is true of praying and preaching, and it is 
requiſite that it ſhould be ſo for the reaſons 
above hinted at. And yet it is very poſſible 
that all theſe different ways of ſinging, Proyings ; 
and preaching may be equally ſcriptural, be 
cauſe no particular directions are given; and they 
may all be equally conformable to general rules; 
of which we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. Perhaps, if 
our author would conſider theſe plain things, he 
would ſee the impropriety of calling * our prac- 
tice of ſinging” by ſo many ugly names. 
We return to the Directions; which re- 
late to the matter of our ſongs ;—the uſe and 
50 efign of finging; and the 7 manner of condy- 
It. | 
"as to the matter of It x we are « dirend; wo 
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fing < es and ſpiri va ſongs,” 

There. is te no, and fo in fixing the 
precife meaning of theſe words, 7 determining 
the exact difference of their; ſignihcations. - Yet 
this need not create: any greet reſpecting 
the practice; for on WEE, poſſible intetpreta- 


tion, the injunction retains its force; and the 70 


direktion is ſufficiently plain, far the purpoſes 
deſigned, It may. he proper, however, to oh 
ſerve. what the learned have * on theſe. 
words. 

Pein in "the Row Teſtament, evidently. 
ſizgniſies that part of Scri MT commonly called 

ce the Book of Pſalms.” This is. clear from _ 
Luke xx. 42. Mir. 44. Adsi i. 20. xi. 33 
Nor do I know of any i le reaſon why 
we ſhould underſtand it differently here. And 
therefore, when we are ſinging any part 'of the 
Book of Pſalms, we are not deviating from the 
rule. Yet the different compoſures in the 
Book of - Pſalms have not all the ſame title. 
Some are entitled Songs, the very word we he 
in the texts now in queſtion. And'the title, of 


naturally to ſignify praiſe, and to be equivalent 
to H Fran And the ſame Hebrew word, is the 
running title of the Book of Pſalms. Hence 
ſome imagine that dy Pſalms, Hymns, — 
ſpiritual Songs, the Apoſtle intends the ſev 
compoſitions contained in the Book of , Pſalms. 
While others apprehend that the Apoſtle here 
directs us to fing, either David's Pſalms, or 
the Songs of good men, compoled before that 
time, as of Zacharias, Simeon, and others. Or 
any that might be compoſed in that very age, 


vp . who had N 238 the Purple. | hs 7 
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— alt th Pſalm is a word which ſeems nt , 


1 Bo. af ) „ ; 1 
Por it is a known fact that Hymns and Spiri- 
F; tual Songs, were compoſed in the early ages of 
the Chriſtian Church; whether ſo early as the 
Apoſtle's time or not. Others" explain the 
words thus. Pſalms are ſuch compoſures as 
contain exhortations to holineſs ae coli 
duct; Hymns thoſe which celebrate the praiſes 
of God, for the benefits we have received from 
Him, Songs, thoſe which teach us the doc- 
trines of truth, &c}], How juſt foever this 
Interpretation be, the Book of Pſalms is an in- 
conteſtible proof, that theſe are all proper ſab- 
jets for ſacred ſong z and conſequently, that 
finging is not deſigned to be a direct and ex · 
perimental addreſs to God. But that perfons 
may profitably ſing in divine worſhip, on ſub- 
jects in whick they have no immediate concern. 
| Favs ſtated this matter in this familiar way, 
that, if poſſible, the moſt ſimple reader may 
form ſome ſatisfactory conceptions of it. On 
the whole, it appears clear to me, from theſe 
paſſages, and from what has been faid above, 
that any Pſalm, or Hymn, or Spiritual Song, 
that is founded on ſcripture, and conſiſtent 
with it, though not in its very words, may be 
as properly, and as profitably uſed in divine 
worſhip, as any prayer or ſermon, though ever 
fo ſcriptural, which is not in the very words of 
feripture, Nor am I able to conceive a reaſon 
why perſons ſhould be confined to the language 
of fcripture in ſinging, more than in prayer or 
preaching. | 1 WW A ns ng 175 
4. Theſe directions relate to the uſefulneſs 
and deſign of finging in the worfhip of OT 
C ; „ 
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Vid. Liegh in verb. %% ves, & Polum in loc. 
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It is evident from Col. iii-- 16. that this pras: 
tice is deſigned for inſtruction and admonition. 
Theſe pſalms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, con»! 
tain truths, narrate facts, recommend duties, re- 
late experiences, and reprove and threaten ſinners,. 
in a manner ſuited. to give this inſtruction and 
admonition. This is admirably clear in the 
While theſe are ſung, the melody raiſes the 
ſpirits, and excites; pleaſure, whereby the con- 
tents of the ſong, more caſily engage the atten?- 
tion, and affect the heart; and the inſtructions 
more agreeably inſinuate themſelves into the 
mind, I believe, I may truly ſay, that this is 
always, in a degree, the caſe with thoſe Wo 
ſing with attention-- ĩHAa— fte 
Pet here it is queſtioned whether this i ftruc- +. 
tion and admonition be mutual; ite. Whether 
a number of perſons ſinging together can, be J 
ſuppoſed hereby to inſtruc | and admoniſh one | 
another, Mr. B. poſitively. denies that in ſing- 
ing together, and ſinging; the compolitiang of 
others, we teach and admoniſh at all. You 
6 neither teach yourſelves,” he ſays nor any 
body elſeh.”” But 1 don't ſee any great force , 
in his reaſoning on. this head. I think (it 1s 
not unuſual, in common language, to fay that 
we teach or admoniſh others, when we repeat 
to them what others have faid or written, 2 - 
well as when we ſpeak from our oon Kknow- ' 


ledge or experience. And if the pſalms' which 


the churches were directed to ſing, were te 


pſalms of David, which is the; meaging of the _ 
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Tame word every where in the New Teſtament, 


and therefore moſt reaſonably ſo underſtood 
here ; then it is certain the churches did fing 
what was pfecompoſed by others, for inſtruction 
and admonition among themſelves. Conſequent- 
ly, it is certain, that ſinging precompoſe@ forms, 
is perfectly conſiſtent with teaching, ſo under- 
ſtood. And if the words in Col. iii. 16. be 
enpreſſive of mutual teaching, then this practice 
is undeniably conſiſtent with teaching mutually, 
or teaching one another. An FOE? 
I ſay, „if the words be expreſſive of mutnal 
< teaching ;” for though this is generally taken 
for granted, I capnot help doubting ith, I 
confeſs I am never fond of ſeeing the original 
referred to, and the common verſion changed in 
order to gain a point; though it may give light 
to a ſubject on ſome- ſpecial occaſions. How- 
ever, leſt Mr. B. ſhould think I with, in the 
preſent caſe, to take an advantage of him, I 


will beg leave to relate a ſimple fact, which, 


hope, he will not aſcribe to oſtentation; and 
CC 0 „abe 

, | + Good Mr. Rexs, in his Pamphlet on Singing 
lp⸗ 29.) . ſpeaking of the Greek word «2v]ove, uſed 
Col. iii. 16, ſays, If the word be fairly examined, 
it denotes mytueſity ; or it neceſſarily implies doing 
a thing mutually, from one fide to another.“ Leigh, 
on the other hand, underſtands the tas, in the com- 

mon way ; yet differs from Reeg, as to the meaning 


of the Greek Word, Hig ſalvo. is, 8auJois pro, N, 


- Aots uſurpatur, Ephef, iv, 33. & fab, Nen: 
Ass, Col. i. 16, But neither of them gives proofs, 
only refers to Epheſ. iv. 32. And I ſubmit it to 
the genuine Critic, whether the ſentiment be not too 
' eaſily taken for granted, by Expoſitors in general, 
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E and the reader te au che conely- 5 
or #124 
When De earefulty | evniſidering theſe two 
paſſages, Epheſ. v. 19. Col. iii. 16. I was truck, 
as I have been before, to find the ſame pronoun 
rendered in Epheſ. v. rg. * yourſelves,” and iu 
Col, Iii. 16.“ one anot er. Upon this, I re- 
ſolved deliberately to examine the Greek Teſta- 
ment on the ſubject. The reſult is, unleſs 
have counted or judged wrong, that I find + 
ſame word uſed two hundred and ſeventy-three 
times; and there are only four places, befifes 
the two in queſtion, in whieh there is even the 
appearance of mutuality, The four places are, 
Er iv. 32. Col: iti. 13. Heb: in. 13. 1 Pet. 
iv. 10. and how far it is abfotutehs 1 
to underſtand the word as denoting mutualir 
in theſe places, I ſhall at preſent ſubmit to tho 
who are capable qudges. But certainly, if the word 
in Col. iii. 16. be capable of another p . 
tion, one would not wiſh to explain it in a ane 
ner different from the general ſignification of it. 
I grant, that © teaching and admonifhing” 
yourſolyes 2: is a little uncouth-:- but “ ſpeaks © 
ing to yourſelyes,”” Ephef. v. 19. and „ ο]m. 


fort yourfelves” 1 f. v. 17. are nearty a * Be, | 


much fo; With theſe hints, however; Iiniple'as 

they are, I leave the ſubject to thoſe who Neve” 
leifure and inclination to conſider it more m. 
nutely. And, for the preſent, I venture to give 


it as my oπn opinion, that not mut ua, bu . 
ſonal inſtruction and admortition are defig +." 


| Weg re and intended in Coll ii 16; | 
efpe@ing the manner of ſinging. _—_— ; 
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We have no particular directions given in the 

New Teſtament, that I remember, for the man - 

- wer of conducting any part of divine worſhip. The 
New Teſtament is, in this, as well as in other 
reſpects, a a law of liberty; Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour perfectly knew that his followers would. 

be attended with ſuch a variety of: differing cir-' 
cumſtances as might, in many cafes, make it 
very inthrafling to be tied up to particular. 
rules; and therefore in his wiſdom and love, he 
has not done it. Many wiſe and gracious pur 

| poſes appear to be hereby anſwered, Nom, as 
we have no particular direction given us with 
regard to any part of publick worſhip. it is no 
wonder we have none concerning the manner of 
finging. Nevertheleſs, we have ſufficient gene- 
ral directions concerning every part of at, ee 
and finging among the reſt... (2.) It is very 
plain we have authority in the New Teſtament. 
for joint ſinging, from the example of our Lord 
and his diſciples, (Mat. xxvi. 30. Mark xiv. 26.) 
And it is moſt natural and reaſonable, as all. 
men muſt allow, to underſtand Acts xvi. 25, as 
an example of it. But it is clear that a. perſon. - 
may ſing to advantage, and in a manner that is 
leaſing to God, when no other joins with him. 
James v. 13. Is any merry, (or chearful, 
c h:) let him. ſing Pſalms.” ——T add, 
that we learn from 1 Cor. xiv. that this, as 
well as other parts of divine worſhip, was per- 
formed in an extraordinary manner. But this 
cannot be a rule for other churches, or for after 
ages to be confined to; becauſe then it would 
follow that all divine worſhip muſt be laid aſide 
when extraordinary gifts ceaſed: wg 13 
„„ GET pe 


a 
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hope hone will be deſperate enough to: aſſerts 
Thus it appears that we have clear authority fer 
Joint, for /e eparate, and for extraordimary* 1 5 
in the ew Teſtament! (3.) We cannot, 
think, 22505 with certainty, whether the direc- 
tions given in Eph. v. and Col. iii. relate to. 
public worſhip or no. To me it appears that 
they may juſtly be applied to any of the 'caſes 
. abovementioned. For whether the whole church 
be aſſembled, or only two or three ; or perſon 
be alone; in all theſe caſes, we may ſpeak 
to ourſelves,” and 5* teach and-adrnonith dur 
© ſelves in Plats, and Frans, ans aan 25 
«6 Songs. We || 
The gemral directions nberning tlg and <8 
every other part of divine worſhip, are ſueh a5 9 
theſe, Let all things be done to eh. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 26. Let all things be done den and in 
0 order,“ ver. 40. Whatſoever- ye do, do all 
2 to the glory of God,” 1 Cor, u. 31. Let an 
your things do done with . 2 ou 


| xvi. 14 . 
; chat the ä 1 


It is evident, at fieſb Gebr, 
hs: arc to be applled to all that is done in the 
church of Chriſt, and in the werſhip of Goch, 
and ought to be „ ge! kept in view in the 

performance of all, ery one concerned. 
But to enlarge partiou . on the full import 
and intention of al]:theſe rules, would lead me 
far beyond my intended brevity An the glory 
of Cod; the edification of out ſouls: itt knows 
ledge, faith, comfort, and holineſs z—decemey and 
or der; ſo as that every thing may obtain the 2s 8 
wile, 


probation, as much as noſfible, of every 


d and good: man; and ber 
" lov 


Me OO * 
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: LE Shore 
hve; that no mind may be hurt, no one's ſpirit 
embittered, no one deprived, of his advantages; 

no one's affeCtions alienated from any of his 
brethren ;—theſe, I ſay, are ſuch eafy phraſes, 


and the ideas conveyed by them ſo obvious, and + 
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fo commonly underſtood by every church f 


Chriſt ;—and can be ſo readily: illuſtrated by 
every miniſter,and almoſt by any of the brethren, 
that there ſeems to be nothing requiſite, but that 


- our minds be properly influenced ly the fear and 


love of God, in order to put them in practice. I 
may juſt obſerve, however,, 
1. That all theſe general directions are moſt 
evidently given to the church, and, to every 
member of it without exception; and to none 


but thoſe in church fellowſhip: and conſequent- 


1y all who are in church fellowſhip have a right, 
and are under the ſtrongeſt obligation to ſee that 
they be attended to; and to give all the aſſiſ- 
tance they can in putting them in practice. And 
none can be clear before God, who does not ob- 
ſerve them; though it is evident that thoſe who 
have moſt underſtanding, and moſt influence in 
the church, are culpable in a peculiar degree, 
if theß neglect them ; 
2. They all admit of variety, according to 
the different circumſtances of churches, and of 
individual members. This is the caſe in ſing- 
ing, preaching, and prayer; and in almoſt every 


other branch of - worſhip. The ſituations, the 


capacities, the diſpoſitions, and even the pre- 
judices of different individuals, may, and I think 
ought, to have ſome influence here, in order that 
theſe general rules may be all regarded, and 
kept in view. In preaching, for inſtance, the 


ſame 
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ſame ki nd of addreſs, the: ſame- ſtyle, the” 3: 


- 


method of handling a text; that would ſuit ane 


profit one church, would be unſuitable and un- 
profitable to another. The inſtances by which 
this might be illuſtrated, are almoſt numberleſs. 
It is alſo the caſe with reſpect to inging. Some 
churches are well improved and far advanced in 
the knowledge and practice of it; and are ſitu- 
ated among thoſe, who, in general, underſtand 
it well. Some are directly the contrary... Now 
it is beyond a doubt with me, that one method 
of ſinging would be edifying, would tend to love 
and harmony, would be orderly and decent, in 
one of theſe churches, and yet would be quite 
different, and have a quite different effect in the 
other. And caſes of this kind are eaſily multi- 
plied by every miniſter, and by every man of 


cConſideration and judgment; and applied to 


every branch of worſhip. Mr. B. indeed ſays, 
All the churches did undoubtedly obſerve one 
and the ſame method of carrying on and per- 
5 forming the ſeveral parts of publick wor- 
« ſhip.” But he has given us no proof of the 
truth of this aſſertion. . And if he mean with ' 
reſpect to mode and form, that they all ſung and 
preached, and prayed exactly in the ſame me- 
thod, e it is both unſcriptural and 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe any ſuch thing. We 
can find no method preſcribed to all the churches, 
and therefore there was no method needful to 
be thus univerſally attended to. The capacities 
of miniſters, as well as of people, will hardly 
admit df it. The directions mentioned * 
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MY many TY ſuppoſe a difference in theſ 1 
and all other indifferent matters; and thereſore 
imply, that they did not in all things follow the 
ſame method. Their different circumſtances 
. would render the fame method impracticable, 
= - conſiſtent with obſerving the rules abovemen- 
+ tioned. And therefore, it cannot, I think, be 
rationally ſuppoſed, that they were exactly con- 
fined to the ſame method. This leads me to 
obſerve, ci : 
„That cheſe conch dire@ionl require cloſe 
conſideration, and wiſe and ſerious conſultations 
in every church of Chriſt ; in order to be per- 
ſuaded that they do worſhip God in that manner 
which is, on the whole, beſt calculated to an- 
{wer theſe noble ends, and; conformable to: theſe 
rules; that is, that all things be done to edi- 
0 fying,—decently,, and in order, —to the glo- 
ry of God, —and with 3 : 
Prayings and preaching are all ſtrictly enjoined, 
are all proper exerciſes for ſeaſons. of publick 
moulding. and have all, as far as we can learn, 
been attended to in publick worſhip in all-ages. 
But we have; no particular rules for: the manner 
of performing any one of theſe. exerciſes, that I 
can tecollect. And therefore, the rules above= 
mentioned are ta be acligiouſly kept in view; 
and every miniſter, and every church evideatly 
ought to conſider all the circumſtances. of the 
| . tl) community, ſo far as poſſible, and apply + 
the rules to the circumſtances, and act 96 
cordingly. . 
4. As no plan is calculated for geriaral geod; 1 
Which may not in ſome inſtances, be againſt the 
taſte, or intereſt of individuals; 3 t may be ſo in 
this 


yg 


), 


Ts) 


this N after all that is done. to make * 
pat oy or any other part of worſhip, as genes 
ral agreeable. and profitable as may 9 When 
1 G happens, then is the time to practiſe thoſe 
duties of Jſubmiſſun and ion one to another, 
which are required of all the members of 
churches, which particularly ſuit theſe circum- 
ſtances; and which are ſo amiable, uſeful; and ' 
honourable, wherever they ute ſed. “ Te 
255 „ younger ſubmit yourſel ves to che elder 3 
yea all of you be ſubjeRt one to another; 
« and be clothed with Humilizy.”” N Submit 
<< yourſelves one to another, in che fear of _ 
% Godt.” And where this care is talen, and 
theſe duties. practiſed, there is no great danger 
of any thing being done materially wr on 5 => 
any part of divine 2 (ran 
manner that is diſpleafing.to 
whole, ao: to men. ol 

SEconDLY-. To at -the — of 
ſome ditkculties, or caſes of :conſcience; that 
appear important d n ns: | 
the manner of ſinging. {ITE VS 
„ 1. It; right to fing Ambenr ot Songs! in 
proſe, in public worſhip ? 

T anſwer, however profitably a Gag anti: 
or a few perſons together may fang-thele, I can- 
not think them a proper a” of the 15 
worſhip of Almighty God; for fuch reaſons a8 
the. following.—All the members of: churches 
are directed to join in 
above; 


ſo far as Fe can. But 1125 can 225 in the 
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ſinging of Ainbems; nor have they ſuffcient 15 


time or ſkill to learn them. And therefore, if 
Anthems be ſung, many of the brethren will 
generally be deprived of their privileges, and of 
an opportunity of doing their duty in the wor- 
ſhip of God. One capital rule is, Let all 
<« things be done to edifying.“ But, however 
it may pleaſe the ear, experience fhews that 
the ſinging of Anthems is not ſo edifying to 


the ſoul, as Songs in verſe, that are ſet to plain 
tunes. — The Pſalms and Songs contained in 


Scripture, for the uſe of the Old Teſtament 
Church, were wrote in verſe ; which is, at leaſt, 
a tacit admonition not to ſing in proſe, and a 
proof that ſinging in proſe, in the worſhip of 
God is unſcriptural.—We have no evidence 


that Chriſt, or his apoſtles, or the primitive 


church, ever ſung ' Anthems ; but good evidence 
that it took its riſe in the fourth century, when 
the church was filling with corruptions, and 


popery was faſt advancing towards its heightF. 


* 


his, and all antiphonal Aging, enerally pre- 

vents many from the advantage and pleaſure 
they would otherwiſe have in divine worſhip, 
and has generally been the foundation of ſetting 
up a choir of ſingers, many of them vain and 
carnal, to perform the worſhip of the church- 
members, whoſe right it is; and thus many of 
the members either perform not this worſhip at 


all, or they do it by proxy, which is vile in the 


extreme. And I ſhould be glad to know why 

we may not pray, and receive the Lord's ſupper 
g Peirce's Vindication of Diſſenters, Part iii, p. 101. 

&c . Tans'ur's Elements of Muſic diſplayed, p. hos y 
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by proxy, as well as ſing by proxy and. why | 
carnal people might not as well perform everx 


other duty for us, as ſing for us ?—And that 


this practice deſtroys the ſolemnity, and ſpiri- 
tuality Fa is tog/manifeſt to need 


a formal proof. any other evils naturally 


follow, and have in fact followed this wa o 
ſinging, which, for the ſake of brevity. I chere 


D 


. paſs over. But they. would all be prevented, if, 


ſinging were conſidered, as it ought to be, as. 


peculiarly the buſineſs of the church; and if it, 
were performed with that gravity and /zmpitiuty. 
which are always requiſite in religious matters, 
and which are the two chief glories of Chriſti. 


anity. 


o 


ments to be uſed in Chriſtian Worſhip ? - 


1 anſwer, I am perſuaded they ought not; 
for—they are not once mentioned in the New. 
Teſtament which is the chief directory of 
- Chriſtians—And it is certain they were not in- 
troduced into the church till Pepery had nearly 


arrived to its height. Even Bellarmine himſelf 


does not pretend that they began to be uſed | 
ſooner than A. D. 660. And there, is N 
rom 


rcaſon for ſuppoſing that they were far 


being even ſq early as that agef, And, to me 
it is wonderful that any who fear God, can give 


countenance to them. 


Q. 3. ls it right to learn to ang by Notes? 


I anſwer; To me it appears quite proper, 


and laudable, for thoſe who have time and ca- 
pacity for it, For It is plain the Jews taught 


pe irce ut ſupra. p. 106, Kc. 4 
192 F 2 — 


2. Ought Or ans, and muſical Inſtru- 
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| this regularly, as other arts are taught. 1 Chro. 
vi. 31. XV. 22. 27. 2 Chron. Xxiii. L4.— 


Singing muſt be performed “ decently, and in 
order.” Nothing can be ſo done, that is not 
done properly, Nothing can be done popes 

that is not properly learnt. And the Notes 


moſt properly teach to ſing with exactneſs and 
propriety.— Singing without harmony is moſt 
evideutly indecent and diſorderly. | There can- 


not be harmony unleſs there be uniformity of 
voice, and ſound : and to obtain this uniformity, 


nothing can be more advantageous than to have, 


me Tune exactly pricked in Notes, and learnt 
from them.—A tune is nothing more than a 
collection of ſounds properly modified and pro- 


portioned to each other, which is learnt by the 


poſition and form of the Notes. Theſe ſounds 
may undoubtedly be learnt, with conſiderable. 


exactneſs by the ear, But every one acquainted. 


with ſcience well knows, that what is learnt 
both by eye and ear at the ſame time, is learnt 
with moſt eaſe, and to greater perfection, 
And there is clearly the fame reaſon why a 

ſinger ſhould learn to fing by rules and notes, 
as there is for a preacher to have learnt the 


rules of Grammar, Logic, and Rhetoric, to 


enable him to ſpeak properly, to reaſon juſtly, 
and to addreſs munkind in un agreeable man- 
ner. And no man of underſtanding can diſpute 
the propriety of this in a preacher, Yet | beg 
leave here to ſuggeſt, to prevent altercations 
and impoſitions in the church; that though 
learning to ſing by pricked notes is evidently 


proper and laudable, in thoſe who have oppor= 
punity; yet this is by no means abſolutely Dar, 
. JJ 
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for all who join in ſinging. Becauſe—it is na 
where commanded in ſcripture, —And- it is a. 
known fact, that perſons can learn to fing with 
ſufficient exactneſs by the ear. Many can ſpeak + 
with tolerable propriety without learning Gram- 
mar by written rules; can len juſtly enough. 
for common purpoſes . a ſyſtem 


of Logic; and can inſtruct and perſuade for- 
cibly and agreeably, without making themſelves 
maſters of a Treatiſe of Rhetoric. I therefore con- 
clude, that it would be well, for all to learn the 
Notes, who can do it conveniently'and con- 
ſiſtently with other duties and engagements ; 
and that thoſe who cannot, ſhould unite with the 
brethren and aſſiſt each other as well as they 
are able, and all harmoniouſlly join together in 
flir ging to the glory of Gd. 
Q .4. Ought carnal people, or our own children, 
to join with us in ſinging the praiſes of God? 
Anſ. To me it is clear that they ought. 
For, —conſider ſinging as a natural action; they 
are, in this view, as capable of performing it as. 
_ others,—Conſider it as a part of worſhip, ad 
a moral duty, as prayer and hearing are, Which, 
I think, has been already proved ; in this view, 
it is binding on all men, converted and uncon- 


| verted,—Confider the advantages to de received 
from it; in/flrudion and admomiion, They ſtand. 
in need of theſe, and are capable of receiving, 
them, through the bleſſing of God, as well as | 
others; and we know that ſome unconverted 
rſons have received them in this part of wor». 


ip.— Many places in the Pſalms, exhort all. 


wo men to ſing to the Lord, and to ſing nis praiſes,  * , 
— The objeRion, that “ they don't experience 
« what they ſing” * weight at all, as we 


have 


from the very deſign of ſinging. 


Q. 5. Is it right to ſing in 
in how many parts? 822 


0 


Anf. I know of no ſcriptures nor any rational 
argument, which militates againſt finging in 
parts, admitting it be done in love, and appear 


| Haye ſeen before, becauſe that is unneceſſaryj, 
parts? And if ſo, 


to be moſt for the ſpiritual ecfcation of the 


church, —and ſuppoſing that upon mature con- 


fileration, it evidently appear to be moſt for 
the glory of God, —[t cannot be denied that dif- 
ferent voices will % ſuit different parts: and 


this, ſeparately conſidered, may be allowed to 


de a plauſible argument in favor of finging in 
parts, Vet this argument is by no means de- 


eiſive; becauſe it is well known that thoſe 
who can fing the other, eſpecially the higher 


parts, can generally join in the Tenor,—ving-. 
ing in parts, whether more or fewer, is a mat- 
ter of choice; and I think all men wilt ack now - 
ledge, that thoſe who ſing in one part only, 
fing as properly, though not as me/ddtoufly as thoſe 
who ſing in many, And if this, upon ferious 
examination, ſhould be found more to the edifi- 
cation of the church, this edification will be a 
rich compenſation for defect in point of me- 
lody. — Becauſe generally, the greateſt: part 


in moſt churches, have not ſuch fine ſenſa- 


tions, nor are ſo enamoured with the fineſt 

melody; as ſome others are. Yet theſe plain 
fouls, (admit the expreffion) are to be edified, 
as well as the reſt, When this is conſidered, 
perhaps it will appear that the fimpleſt and 
plaineſt manner of finging will anſwer the beſt. 
end in moſt churches, Singing in W 
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I think, moſt generally practiſed in Chriſtians | + 
Churches; ado my: opinion, it generally is 
the moſt profitable. But wherever it becomes 
a ſubject of controverſy, there moſt (evidently 
ought-to:be a ſeriout: conſultation; and as it is. 
a matter of mere choice, every member in the 
| church has a right to give his voice and be 
heard upon it. The edification of all is to be 
regarded, and their voices, their diſpoſitions, 
and ſenfations muſt be all tenderly examined, 
and the practice ſettled and regulated accord», 
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Q. 6. Who ought to be chieſfy conſulted, 
iy and moſt regarded in chuſing the Tunes that 


ſhall be ſung in divine worſhip, if this be de- 

bated in the chufrch ? ads 
Anſ. All undoubtedly ought to judge What 

is right, and to reaſon concerning it, accord», 

ing to the general Rules we have ſo often 
referred to. But there are frequently ſome'who: | 

are fond of finer Muſick and can profit by it 
too; While others cannot join in it, becauſe, 
they cannot underſtand it; and therefore an- 
not profit by it. Now in this caſe, and in 2 * 
other, where indiſpenſable duty does not bind, 
„We that are ſtrong ought to bear the infir “?- 
% mities of the weak, and not to pleaſe our», 
«© ſelves. Let every one of us pleaſe his neigh». 

„ hour; for his good to edification. For even 

„ Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf.” Rom. xv. 1, 222 

,—Reaſon and common humanity require this. 

5 or thoſe who can be profited by finer and mor | 
difficult muſic, can be profited alſo by the plain”. 
and eaſy; and they can edify themſelves at ber | 
time, by ſinging Pſalms. in Tunes which _ 
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beyond the capacities of many of their breth 


* 
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thoſe tunes when their weaker brethren ought 
to join with them, —Conſfider the order of well- 
regulated families. In theſe, whatever belongs 
to real buſineſs, and to the intereſt of the pa- 


rents or of the family in general, thoſe children 


who are arrived at underſtanding and ftrength 
of body are charged to take the care ofz and 
however diſagreeable to the infants, this muſt 


be done. But whatever is merely circumſtan- 


tial, and, according to the family phraſe, ** 15 
6« nifies little or nothing,“ the children muſt be 
pleaſed in this; and thoſe who are grown to 
underſtanding muſt deny themſelves, . This 
family order is founded in nature, and there is 
every reaſon for obſerving it in the church, of 
God. - Vet all ought to remember, that nothing 


is to be done in the church merely forthe plea- 


ſure of Individuals; but the edification of the 
whole. 1 Cor. xiv. s 
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It therefore looks cruel and inhuman to ſing 5 
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Q. 7. Ought unconverted perfons, who are 


not in church fellowſhip, to have authority. in. 
managing or direCting this part of Chriſtian 
worſhip RY | | 
_ oblige even theſe, ſo far as we are able, conſiſt- 
ent with the © edification of the body, of Chriſt,” 
And this ought to be done in preaching, prayer, 
and every other part of worſhip. But certainly 
they ought not to have any ſuch authority, as 
that mentioned in the Query, For—theſe are 
generally young perſons ; and therefore cannot 
be ſuppoſed to have examined things of this 


Anſ. We undoubtedly may, and ought to. 


Kind ; or to be qualified to judge what is right” Ro 
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and wrongs as perſons who have authority, & 
take the lead in divine worſhip ought to de. 
They are too\'commonty umſtbady in their tempers 
and more led by fancy than truth ; ſo that giving 


authority to theſe, is like committing the direc 5 
tion of a ſhip to an unſhilful pilot; the conſe= 7 


ſequences of it may be'fata}, Beſides, theſe not ' 
being converted, or led by the Spirit of | 
% God,” cannot be ſuppoſed to be ſotruly'con- 
ſoientious in conſulting! the edification'of the 
whole church, as all who direct the worſhip of is 
ought to be.— Again, experience is one of the be 
helps in directing divine matters for univerſal edi- 
fication: but * ſuppoſes 2 foundation laid, 
of which theſe have no experience ; and therefore 
the authority now in queſtion is inconfiſtent with 
their character and ſtate. —PFarther, ſuch' people. 
are not only ignorant, but frequently oh 
too; and unwilling to be controlled; and ſet 
right, when they are wrong. And ſuch a tem- 
per as this utterly diſqualifies any man for au- 
thority and direction in divine matters. Eyen a 
more, they neither have, nor (as unconverted) 
can have that ſenſible and ſympathetic attach- 
ment to the intereſts of the church, and of th“ 
weak and ignorant in it, which is abfolutely' _ 
neceffary in directing divine worſhip; thae 
ſuch directors may be excited to zeal, fel. 
denial, and reſolution, in ſtudying, and labor. 
ing to promote the ſpiritual welfare of the 
whole church. — And laſtly the directions con- 
cerning ſinging, are not given to theſe, as. W Ww 
have ſeen above; but to churches, and mem- 
, HS 77 7 7 gg 1* | 
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It may be thought I have have been too 
minute in the foregoing remarks, But the ſtate 
of ſome churches, and the views of ſome per- 
ſons, appear to me to afford a ſuſficient apology. 

And for the ſame reaſon, I ſhall venture, 

TrinbLy, To mention a few ſuch remarks 
and rules, as I think will be naturally col- 
lected from what has been ſaid; and, if I miſ= 
take not, will be found agreeable both to reaſon _ | 
and ſcripture : though I only mention them, 
and leave the reader to judge of their propriet 
and importance, 8 n 

1. It is plain, that ſinging the praiſes of Odd 
is an eſſential duty, and an important part of 
Chriſtian' worſhip, ſtrictly enjoined in both. | 
Teſtaments ; which nothing but incapacity can 
Juſtify the neglect of; and that general edifica- 
tion is the great object of it. 5 
2. It is a duty 1 75 on the church in 
general; and in the New Teſtament, on the 
church alone: though it is plain, from the 
nature of things, and from the Old Teſtament, 


that others have a right to join in it; and that 
they may do it to great advantaggmGe. 
3. In order that the ſong may be general 
throughout the whole congregation, as it ought 
to be, it is requiſite that ſuch tunes be ſung, and 
ſuch only, as the members in general can join 
in, I cannot ſee how we can juſtify a perſon 
who leads the ſong, in fixing upon a tune gene- 
rally unknown, better than we can juſtify one 
who preaches or prays in an unknown tongue. And 
though it be right that new tunes be introduced, 
yet they ought to be learnt at another time, an 
Not in divine worſhip. For the ſcience of muſic, . 


. 
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"x 75 yy * | 
and the art of. e can have no more to 40 * 
with. this part of divine worſhip, than the at 
of grammar, rhetorick, or logic, have to do with 4% 
preaching or praying, But learning theſe art 
is work for ee Wn than that of divine 
worſhip; und therefore, ſo is learning the 
tunes that are to be fung in the houſe of God. 
4. That the members of the church have all 
he. authority and rule in their own hands, in 
whatever relates to this or any other part of di- 
vine worſhip: and that unconverted perſons be 
not left to 94 K what tunes ſhall be ſung, or 
the manner of ſinging them. Becauſe the edi= 
ficatian of the church, and the glory of God, are 
the great objects to be attended to; and uncon- 
verted people have not capacities to attend to 
them: for they are ** ſpiritual things,” to be 
Wee diſcerned,” and cannot be untere 
ſtood by the © carnal man. / 
5. That thoſe members, who have capacities 
for this part of Chriſtian worſhip, make it their 
endeavour, by notes, or by the ear, to be able to 
join in it with concord and harmony, that all 
things may be done decently and in order.“ 
For though there is no neceſlity for fine ſinging, 
any more than fine praying or preaching; yet 
there is the ſame nec that ſinging be per- 
formed with. propriety. — harmony, as there is 


that thoſe who pray or preach ſhould uſe pro- 
1 of ſpeech, _ 
6: That uncaonverted. people, and the children 
of the members of churches be not 
but encouraged to join in the exerciſe ; that they 
Alo * receive inſtruction ad adgmonition by it, 
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. That the capacities, and all other circum» 1 
ſtances of every church be ſeriouſiy conſidered 8 
among themſelves ; and that ſuch parts, and {0 
many parts be ſung, as, upon careful exami» 

nation of the matter, will appear. moſt likely to 
_ anſwer the great end of general edification 
<< that all our works may be done with charity.” 
8. Above all: Let every one remember, that 
whatever is done profitably aud acceptably in 
religion, muſt be done ſeriouſly. Let the Toba e | 
be engaged. Sing with the Spirit.“ Let 
the mind be employed. Sing with the under- 
ſtanding.“ Melody muſt be made in our 
ec hearts to the Lord ; and we muſt «ſing to 
« the Lord with grace in our hearts; and in 
doing this, may expedte his preſence and appro— 

bation, throug Jes Cheſts: © oh ran 2 

Thus 1 have dropped a few thoughts freely, 
though briefly, on SNG in the 'Worſhip 

. < of 'Gop,” May He who inhabits the 

<c praiſes of [8RAEL,” command his bleffing on 

thoſe who read them |  . © 3 
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is, 29. for Pſalm, read Pſalmi, S 4 
16. lat. for xvii read xp. 5 


